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6. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH INTERPRETATION 
 

by Tara-Jane Sutcliffe 

Introduction 
6.1 This summary provides an overview of the archaeology within the Whirlow Park 

Farm study area as evidenced by the air photographic record. The project area 
lies outside of the area already mapped by English Heritage’s National Mapping 
Programme (NMP). Air photo analysis and mapping was undertaken as an 
additional form of remote-sensing to complement geophysical survey conducted 
by ARS Ltd during May 2011 (Taylor 2011). 
 
Source Photography 
 

6.2 A cover-search of available aerial photography was obtained from the National 
Monuments Record (NMR) and filtered for the most informative sources. The 
following vertical aerial photographs were obtained as digital images from the 
NMR (Order ID 60876): 

 
RAF/58/B/41 5469 18-MAY-1948 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/58/B/41 5546 18-MAY-1948 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/58/1094 F22 0407 21-APR-1953 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/543/1676 0192 02-MAR-1962 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/543/1697 F21 0017 15-MAR-1962 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/3G/TUD/UK/7 5160 20-DEC-1945 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/3G/TUD/UK/53 5356 31-JAN-1946 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/58/1867 F21 0029 26-AUG-1955 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/106G/UK/392 3029 17-JUN-1945 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

RAF/106G/UK/392 4030 17-JUN-1945 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography 

MAL/66043 0161 21-JUL-1966 © Crown copyright. Reserved  

MAL/71094 0125 02-JUN-1971 © Crown copyright. Reserved 

MAL/71095 0019 02-JUN-1971 © Crown copyright. Reserved 

MAL/71155 0158 24-OCT-1971 © Crown copyright. Reserved 

OS/92014 0094 04-MAR-1992 © Crown copyright. Ordnance Survey 
 
 

The historic aerial photography spans the period from 1945 to 1992, providing a 
measure of the changing conditions of the study area in the post-World War II 
era. This has been supplemented with vertical photography taken by Info Terra 
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in 2011 and obtained via Google EarthTM; this provides an indication of the latest 
evidence for features observed on earlier photography.   

 
 

Mapping Methods 
6.3 The air photographic mapping was conducted in accordance with practices 

developed for the National Mapping Programme. The images provided by the 
NMR were rectified using specialist software (AERIAL 5.29). Ordnance Survey 
1:10,000 raster maps were used for control and as a base for mapping in 
AutoDesk Map 3D 2008. Accuracy for the Ordnance Survey map is in the range 
of ±8m and rectification of photographs is normally within ±2m. Rectified 
images were outputed from AERIAL in uncompressed TIF format at a 
resolution of 400dpi. A World file (.TFW) accompanied each TIFF file and the 
control information was retained in the AERIAL RDA file (RDA).  
Dating of monuments recording from aerial photographs relied on recognising 
morphologically characteristic forms. Other sources of archaeological and 
historical data (NMR AMIE Records, HER point data, and Ordnance Survey 
historic maps) have been consulted to complement the air photographic evidence 
and aid interpretation.  
 
Features 

6.4 The earliest aerial photography, RAF verticals captured on 17th June 1945 
(RAF/106G/UK/392 3029 17-JUN-1945; RAF/106G/UK/392 4030 17-JUN-
1945), show the core of Whirlow Hall Farm much as it had been recorded on the 
first edition 1:10560 scale Ordnance Survey map of 1854-5: a post-medieval 
enclosed landscape of improved pasture. Narrow ridge and furrow is evident in 
the majority of the fields within the study area, particularly visible under snow 
cover in vertical photography captured in March 1962 (RAF/543/1676 0192 02-
MAR-1962). The latest vertical photography taken by the Ordnance Survey in 
March 1992 shows little change in land use to have occurred in the post-World 
War II period.  
 
A post-medieval incised trackway is visible as an earthwork on vertical 
photography taken in December 1945 centred at SK 3100 8286, which provided 
access from Fenney Lane south-west across Wigley field towards a millpond. The 
track is recorded on the 1:10560 scale Ordnance Survey map of 1854-5 but 
appears to have ceased in use by the 1905 1:2500 edition when it is no longer 
recorded.  

 
A relic post-medieval field boundary is visible as a cropmark on vertical 
photography taken in May 1948 (RAF/58/B/41 5546 18-MAY-1948). It extends 
for a distance measuring approximately 150m bisecting Big Bank field, centred at 
SK 3075 8333. Recorded on the 1: 10560 scale Ordnance Survey map of 1855-6 
this subdivision appears to have been lost by 1893, and is no longer recorded on 
the 1:2500 scale Ordnance Survey map of that date. A break of slop visible within 
Barley field on RAF photography taken in June 1945 may mark the line of a 
further post-medieval field boundary that had become redundant by the time of 
the 1st edition 1:10560 scale Ordnance Survey map of 1854-5 
(RAF/106G/UK/392 4030 17-JUN-1945).  
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Bole Hill Plantation, located to the immediate south-west of the study area 
appears to have shrunk to its present size by 1854-5 when recorded on the 1st 
edition 1:10560 Ordnance Survey map. Cropmark evidence within Barley field 
and part of Big Bank field, centred at SK 3090 8328, suggests that the plantation 
formerly occupied this area. Regular rows of tree throws are visible on RAF 
vertical photography captured in May 1948 (RAF/58/B/41 5546 18-MAY-1948; 
figure 31.  
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Illustrations  
 

 
Figure 30. A post-medieval enclosed landscape of improved pasture (RAF/106G/UK/392 4030 17-JUN-
1945 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography). 
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Figure 31. Regular rows of ‘tree throws’ suggest the former extension of Bole Hill Plantation in Barley field 
and Big Bank field (RAF/58/B/41 5546 18-MAY-1948 English Heritage (NMR) RAF Photography). 
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7.  SUMMARY 
 
7.1 The topographic location of Whirlow Hall Farm is of particular significance to the 

history of the site. The results of the fieldwalking exercise gathered a number of flint 
and chert tools that indicate parts of Whirlow Hall Farm formed a focus for 
Mesolithic activity, and particularly on the higher ground close to the eastern top of 
the valley side that overlooks the Limb Brook.  

 
7.2 The Limb Valley was an important natural routeway for both animals and humans 

and gave access from the head of the Sheaf valley on to the high moorlands above. By 
being located on the lip of the eastern valley side groups would have been sheltered 
from the prevailing westerly winds while also being strategically located to monitor 
and control access up and down the valley.  

 
7.3 The valleys and lower slopes of the Pennines provided attractive locales for early 

farmers who also constructed burial mounds in these areas. Scrapers of the ‘Beaker’ 
period have been found during fieldwalking and, being associated with Beaker burials, 
could indicate the presence of truncated burial deposits or settlement activity from 
this time. The name ‘Whir low’ includes the suffix ‘low’ which is a local word of 
Anglo-Saxon origin often used to refer to hilltops with ancient burial mounds on 
them, adding a further hint that ploughed out burial mound/s may have existed in this 
locale. The timing of the removal of tree cover from the Whirlow area is yet to be 
established, but it is likely to have started during the Bronze Age and continued 
through the Iron Age periods. During the Iron Age and Romano-British periods the 
land is likely to have been farmed and the presence of the rectilinear enclosure could 
form an important part in understanding this early aspect of farming activities at 
Whirlow. 

 
7.4 The importance of the Limb Brook and its deeply incised valley in the development 

of Whirlow Hall Farm cannot be underestimated. The valley itself formed part of the 
important boundary between Mercia and Northumbria in Anglo-Saxon times, and 
may have been a socio-political boundary extending back much further in time. At the 
same time, the brook would have provided a good source of fresh running water and, 
later, power to drive the corn mill. The border has been maintained into modern 
times to define the limits between Yorkshire and Derbyshire, with the Ox Stones 
above Whirlow still an important natural landmark up to which the boundary between 
these counties still runs.  

 
7.5 The Old Whirlow Hall was a grand Elizabethan house that befitted the Bright family 

who came to have a wide-ranging sphere of influence and control during the medieval 
and post-medieval periods in this area. The family’s domination of the estate probably 
meant that little change came to affect the farm. It was not until the Hollis Trust split 
the buildings into various tenements during the 18th century that the most of the 
significant changes happened, including the construction of the new hall. 

 
7.6 The outlying farm buildings have undergone many changes and adaptations since they 

were built in the 17th and 18th centuries. They also hold clues to earlier times with the 
two cruck buildings becoming more relevant now that it has been determined that 
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they are in situ; whereas before it was believed that the crucks had been moved from 
another location. 

 
7.7 The hamlet that Whirlow Hall Farm is at the heart of would have been very similar to 

many hamlets of this time. What makes Whirlow Hall Farm stand out is that the 
relative lack of modernisation has meant that visitors get a real sense of what it was 
like to live and work on a farm during the 17th and 18th centuries.  

 
 
8. STATEMENT OF INDEMNITY 
 
8.1 All statements and opinions contained within this report arising from the works 

undertaken are offered in good faith and compiled according to professional 
standards. No responsibility can be accepted by the author/s of the report for any 
errors of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied by any third party, or for loss 
or other consequence arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of 
facts or opinions expressed in any such report(s), howsoever such facts and 
opinions may have been derived. 
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APPENDIX I 

SHEFFIELD SMR DATA AND NMR LISTED BUILDING INFORMATION 
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APPENDIX II 

TRADE DIRECTORY INFORMATION  

(Undertaken by Margaret Ellis) 
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1774 – 1931 Names found in Alphabetical list.  
1931 – 1974 Street directory and alphabetical list used.  
No Directories available after 1974. 
Italics indicate identified family members not actually living at Whirlow. 

Year Vol Page Entry Farmer Census information House 
1774   No mention    
1787   a/a    
1797   a/a    
1817   a/a    
1828   a/a    
1833   a/a    
1839   a/a    
1841   a/a    
1845  119 (Furniss Henry, merchant & steel 

manufacturer; house The Edge) 
  In Nether Edge

1849  106 Furniss Henry, mercht. (Sanderson Bros 
& Co.) h Whirlow House  

 1851 Census 
Henry Furniss – 47 
Ann Furniss     -46 
( full list not seen)  
 

Whirlow 
House 

1852  110 Furniss Henry, Esq. (J.P.) merchant and 
steel manufacturer (Sanderson Brothers & 
Co.); h Whirlow House 

   

1856  120 Furniss Henry, Esq. (J.P.) merchant  
(Sanderson Bros & Co.); h Whirlow House

   

1862  92 Furniss Henry, Esq. (J.P.) merchant & 
mfr. (Sanderson Bros & Co.); h Whirlow 
House, Ecclesall 

 1861 Census 
Henry Furniss -57 
Ann (also Hannah)  -56 
Thomas Sanderson Furniss – 
27 
Mary                 -25 
Mary Ann         -1 
 

Whirlow 
House 

1868  180 Furniss Henry, Esq. (J.P.) merchant  
(Sanderson Bros & Co.); h Whirlow House

 1871 Census 
Henry Furniss – 67 
Anne                   - 66 

Whirlow 
House 

1876  315 Furness Mrs Hannah, Whirlow House, 
Whirlow 

  Whirlow 
House 

  315 Furness William, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow 

WF  Whirlow 
Hall 

1879  462 Furness Mr. Thos. Sanderson, Whirlow 
house, Whirlow, Ecclesall      (1903 -
recorded on Millhouses Lane) 

  Whirlow 
House 

  462 Furness William, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow  

WF  Whirlow 
Hall 

1883 2 385 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow  RF   
  385 Furness William, farmer and scythe 

manufacturer, Whirlow Hall 
WF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1887  76 Furness William, farmer, Whirlow Hall WF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1893 1 228 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow RF   
  228 Furness William, farmer and scythe 

manufacturer, Whirlow Hall 
WF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1895-6  468 Furniss, Mr. Richard, Whirlow Hall   Whirlow 

Hall 
1898 2 399 Furniss, Mr. Richard, Whirlow Hall   Whirlow 
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Hall 
1903  528 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow Hall RF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1907 1 470 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 

Whirlow 
RF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1912 2  Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 

Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 
RF  Whirlow 

Hall 
1917 2 543       Furness Richard, jun. Whirlow cottage, 

Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead        (adjacent to 
Hollis Hospital) 

  W. cottage 

  543 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 

RF  Whirlow 
Hall 

1921 1 557       Furness Richard, jun. Whirlow cottage, 
Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

  557 Furness Richard, farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 

RF  Whirlow 
Hall 

1929  679 Furness  Jn. Wm. Farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 

J W F  Whirlow 
Hall 

  679       Furness Rd. Whirlow cottage, Ecclesall 
Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

1931 2 707 Furness  Jn. Wm. Farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 

JWF  Whirlow 
Hall 

  707       Furness Rd. Whirlow cottage, Ecclesall 
Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

1934 2 763 Furness  Jn. Wm. Farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 

JWF  Whirlow 
Hall 

         Furness Rd. Whirlow cottage, Ecclesall 
Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

‘Whirlow 
Lane’ 

  Elliott Harry, ‘Whirlow cott., Whirlow 
Lane’ 

   

1948  89       Furness Mrs Ethel Mary, Whirlow 
cottage, Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

‘Whirlow 
Lane’ 

  Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 
Whirlow Hall 

DWM  Whirlow 
Hall 

   Furness Jn. W., Whirlow Farm Cottage   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

   Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 
cott. 

  89 Furness  Jn. Wm. Farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 11 

JWF  Whirlow 
Hall 

   Elliott Harry, ‘Whirlow cott., Whirlow 
Lane’ 

   

1951  904       Furness Mrs Ethel Mary, Whirlow 
cottage, Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead 

  W. cottage 

   Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 
Whirlow Hall 

DWM  Whirlow 
Hall 

  904 Furness  Jn. Wm. Farmer, Whirlow Hall, 
Whirlow Lane, Parkhead 11 (alphabetical 
list) 

JWF  Whirlow 
Hall 

   Also: Furness Jn. Wm., Farmer, Whirlow 
Lane before footpath to E.Rd.S.(street 
directory) 

   

   Elliott Harry, ‘Whirlow cott., Whirlow 
Lane’ 

   

1957  510 Furness Jn. W., Whirlow Farm Cottage   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

         Furness Mrs Ethel Mary, Whirlow 
cottage, Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead 

   

‘Whirlow  510 Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 
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Lane’ cott. 
  510 Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 

Whirlow Hall 
DWM  Whirlow 

Hall 
1959  517 Watt-Smith Kenneth F., Whirlow Farm   Whirlow 

Farm 
‘Whirlow 
lane’ 

 517 Robinson Brian, Whirlow Farm cottage   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

  517 Fox Roy, Rose cottage   Rose cottage 
  517 Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 

cott. 
  517 Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 

Whirlow Hall 
DWM  Whirlow 

Hall 
          Furness Mrs Ethel Mary, Whirlow 

cottage, Ecclesall Rd. South, Parkhead 
  W. cottage 

1961  520 Watt-Smith Kenneth F., Whirlow Farm   Whirlow 
Farm 

‘Whirlow 
Lane’ 

 520 Robinson Brian, Whirlow Farm cottage   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

  520 Fox Roy, Rose cottage   Rose cottage 
  520 Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 

cott. 
  520 Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 

Whirlow Hall 
DWM  Whirlow 

Hall 
1963, 
1965, 
1968 

  Watt-Smith Kenneth F., Whirlow Farm   Whirlow 
Farm 

‘Whirlow 
Lane’ 

  Degnan Fras. & Furness Jn. W.   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

   Lloyd Jn., Rose Cottage   Rose cottage 
   Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 

cott. 
   Merryweather, Dennis M., farmer, 

Whirlow Hall 
DWM  Whirlow 

Hall 
1970,1974   Watt-Smith Kenneth F., Whirlow Farm   Whirlow 

Farm 
‘Whirlow 
Lane’ 

  Degnan Fras. & Furness Jn. W.   Whirlow 
Farm cott. 

   Hudson Keith, Rose cottage   Rose cottage 
   Drabble Jas. Whirlow Hall Cottage   Whirlow Hall 

cott. 
   Ellis H. B., farmer, Whirlow Hall HBE  Whirlow 

Hall 




