Cresswell Pele Tower Communi
Archaeology Projec

Evaluation Trenching

The westfacing eévation of Cresswell Pele Towduring the
excavations.

ARS Ltd Report No2017/55
OASIS IDarchaeol5278789

Compiled By:
PhilippaHunter ACIfA
Archaeolgical Research Services |
The Eco Centr:

Windmill Way

Hebburn

Tyne and Weal

NE31 1SF

Checked By

Dr Clive WaddingtoMCIfA

Tel: 01629 81454C

Fax: 01629 814657
admin@archaeologicalresearchigeEes.com
www.archaeologicalresearchservices.cc

(NN
/{Q SP [Q/

Archaeological Research
Services Ltd


http://www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com/
mailto:admin@archaeologicalresearchservices.com




Cresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Project

Evaluation Trenching

ARS Ltd Repo2017/55
April2017

Archaeological Research Services Ltd
The Eco Centre, Windmill Way, Hebburn,
Tyne and Wear NE31 1SR

www.archaeologicalresearchservices.com

Contents

LiSt Of HIUSTrAtIONS .....uvviiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e e e 1
EXECULIVE SUMMAIY......cci it 3
R 1011 (0 To [ 1 [ 1o o PO PPRPT 5
2. Site Location and GHIDY .............ccoevvviiiiieiiieeiiiriiieiri 5
3. Aims and ODbjJecCtiVES..........ccoooieiiiieeeeeee e
4. MethOdOlOgY.......cccoiiiiiiieiieeieeeeeeeeeee s s e e e e e e e e e e nanaaaeae il
D RESUILS. . 9
6. SpecialiSt REPOIS.......ccooiiiiiiiii e 50
7. DISCUSSION. ...uttttitiieeee e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e s annsbbrreaeeeaaaeeesaanns 70
8. Publicity, Confidendlity and Copyright............ccccueeuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 73
9. Statement Of INAEMNILY.........ooviiiiiiiiiii e 73
10.  ACKNOWIEAQEMENLS.......cceeieiiieiieeeeieeeeteeee e e e e e e e e eeas 73
11, REEIENCES. ... it 74
Appendix I: Context Summary Table............cccoviieee e A B
Appendix Il: Written Scheme of INVeStigation. ... 83
AppPeNndixX I HArrs MANCES. ......ooiiiiiiieieeie e 104
APPENIX 1V: O8SIS FOIM....cciiiiiiiiiiiiie e 107

© ARS Ltd 207



LIST ORLLUSTRATIONS

FIQUIE 1. St I0CATIONA . .ceiiieeeieii ettt e e e e e e e 6
Figure 2. A plan of the site showing trench numbers and locations....................... 8.
Figure 3. Trench 1, looking sowhast (scales = 0.5m graduations)........................ 10

Figure 4. Trench 1, norast facing section (long scales = 0.5m graduatians)....10
Figure 5. Trench 2, looking noréiast with the raised area within the water being the
main area of the nortksouth running stone setting (206). The trench was unable to be

fully excavated due to the wer level (scales = 0.5m graduations)........................ 12
Figure 6. Plans and sections of Trenches 1 and.2..............cccooiiiiiiiiiinns 13
Figure 7. Trench 3, looking nos#fast (scales = 0.5m graduations)........................ 14
Figure 8. Trench 4, looking sotghst. The cists can be seen within the central portion
of the trench (scales = 0.5M graduations)...............uuueeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e eeees 17
Figure 9. Ditch (415) after excavation (scale = 0.5m graduations)...................... 17

Figure 10. The two Early Bronze Age burial cists within Trench 4 afterdxeimated.
The deposit sequence can be seen in the trench section (scales = 0.5m gradudt®ns).

Figure 11. Cist 1 showing the 'pillow stomesitu. Scale = 0.25m..............ceeeeeeee.. 18
Figure 12. Cist 2 showing the 'pillow stomesitu. Scale = 0.25m..............cceeeeee.. 19
Figure 13. Posthole (410) after partial excavation showing the large siorss,.

Yoz 1S O 21 o U RO TR OTRPPP 19
Figure 14. Trench 5, looking soutlest (scales = 0.5m graduations)..................... 20
Figure 15. Trench 5, soutrastfacing section (scale = 0.5m graduations)............. 21
Figure 16. Plans and sections of Trenches 4 and. 5..........ccccoooviiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeeee. 22
Figure 17. Trench 6, lookjmorth-west (scales = 0.5m graduations)...................... 23
Figure 18. Trench 7, looking west, showing three parallel plough furrows (scales = 0.5
(o= T LU= 10 1S 24

Figure 19. Trench 8, looking sotghst, showing two wide furrows cutting across the
base of the trench at an oblique angle, although they are on the same alignment as the
furrows observed in Trench 7 (scales = 0.5m graduations)............cccccccevvveunnnnee. 25
Figure 20. Plans of Trenches 7 and.8.............c.ooveiiiiiiiiii 26
Figure 21. Trench 9, looking sotghst with white tags indicating the location of

chippd lithics encountered during the trowel cleaning of the top of the brash layer

(scales = 0.5M graduatiONS).........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeiieireeieieereneeee e a s e e aaeeaeas 28
Figure 22. Trench 10 after initial excavation and removal of the topsoil overburd
(scales = 0.5M graduatiONS).........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeiierriiieeeeieneeeee e e e e e e aaeeeeas 31
Figure 23. Square brick structure (1004) (scale = 0.5m graduations).................. 32
Figure 24. Stonéned drain (1006) (scales = 0.5m graduations).................cc........ 32
Figure 25. Brick drain (or possible building foundation) that ran into stone drain (1006)
(scale = 0.5M graduations).......ccooeieeeeiee e 33

Figure 26. Large storfdled pit (1022) looking east before excavation showing the
remains of wall foundation (1015) within the red box (scales = 0.5m graduation3j
Figure 27. Large, stoffdled pit (1022) after incomplete haffectioning showing the
location of the large boulder of red ochre in situ (scale = 0.5m graduatians)......34
Figure28. The large boulder of red ochre that was recovered from pit (1022) (scale =

S Tod 0 ) TR SRR 35
Figure 29. One of the large, dark grey boulders recovered from pit (1022) (scale = 8cm).
.............................................................................................................................. 35



Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

Figure 30. Small, storfdled pit (1024) after hatsectioning (scale = 0.25m). The

ironstone boulder lays sealed below the largest filling stane............................... 36
Figure 31. The ironstone boulder that had been placed at the base of pit (1024) (scale =
S 03 1 1) PP 36

Figure 32. The soutvest pele tower wall elevation with an arrow showing the
difference in colour between the upper and lower masonry. This indicates where the
18" century mansion house roof would have extended to as it wrapped around this
side of the building from the pitched roof groove visible on the nevist elevation.

This alsdines up with the evidence for the Phase 2 west wall foundation of the
Mansion House in Trenches 10 and.12.............uuueiiieiiimiminiiiiiineneene e 37
Figure 33. Wall foundation cut [1023] and the nortlest pele tower elevation whk
showing where the 18th century mansion house would have abutted it. Scale = 0.5m
(o[22 6 [V 1= 11 (0] o - TP P PO PP PPPPPPPPP 38
Figure 34. The nortivest elevation wall of the pele tower showing the construction
groove br the 18" century mansion house pitched roof. Note where the pitch changes
angle, demonstrating the two separate construction phases of tecihtury

MANSION NOUSE.......eeiiiiieeie ettt eeeeeeeeeaesnnsannssnnnnnnnns 39
Figure 35. Plans drsections of Trench 10.........cccccooviiiiiii e 40
Figure 36. Sandstone wall foundation (1107), belonging the 18th century Mansion
House, showing its alignment with the nowtfast wall of the pele tower (scale = h5

(o= T LU= 10 1S S 42
Figure 37. Trench 11 showing wall foundation (1107), earlier cobbled floor surface
(1105) and its associated eastern stone wall foundation (1104) with the natural yellow
clay till in the foreground (scales = 0.5m graduations)................ccccceevevveerveennnenn. 43
Figure 38. Plan and section of TrenCh.Ll.......ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 44
Figure 39. Trench 12, loolg northwest with ditch (1206) and gully (1208) visible in
the foreground, both running across the trench (scales = 0.5m graduatians).....46

Figure 40. Ditch (1206) (scale = 0.5m graduatiQns)..............ccevvvvveevreerrvenrnennnnnnn. 46
Figure 41. Stonéned gully (1208) (scale = 0.5m graduations)................c..cco....... 47
Figure 42. Plan of Trench 12...........coooiiiiiii e 48
Figure 43. Plan of the pele tower and the hahay trenches surrounding it showing the
location of excavated features...........ccccvvveieiiiiiiie e . 49
Figure 44. Clay pipe bowl fragmt (scale = 1cm graduations)............cccccvvvvvvnnnnnns 68
Figure 45. Glass bottle base showing the concave, pointed punt (scale = 1cm

(o[ £= 6 1= 11 (0] 0 1S TP TPPPPN 69



Cresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

EXECUTIVEBUMMARY

Project NameCresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Project. Evaluation
Trenching

Site CodeCW17

Planning AuthorityNorthumberland County Council and Historic England
GeologyPennine Middle CoMeasures overlain bl

NGRNZ 29364 93356

Dateof Fieldwork February 2017

Date of ReportMarch2017

The Cresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Project is led by Cresswell Parish
Council and the Greater Morpeth Development Trust. Creswell Pele Tower is thought to

date to the 14 or 15" century and representswell-preserved example of a border

$JA & Z}pue }E ZW o [X dZ S}A E ]+ ~Z po D}vpu v ~E,
Grade II* Listed Building (NHLE: 1042148).

The archaeological evaluation trenching described in this document was undertaken as
part of a Heitage Lottery Funded project which aims to remove the tower from the
Historic England Heritage at Risk Register and also provide public access to the tower.
The project will conserve the tower for future generations to enjoy. As well as the
evaluation trerching, the current programme of archaeological work includes
geophysical survey, fieldwalking and a watching brief. All aspects of the archaeological
work have been conducted in collaboration with the local community allowing for local
engagement with theroject and the tower, and providing training and participation
opportunities in heritage and archaeological activities and skills.

The aim of the archaeological evaluation trenching was to identify and assess
archaeological features in the vicinity of €well Tower in order to:

x Inform on the presence, condition and potential significance of buried
archaeology on the site

x delimit the extent of buried archaeological remains across the site
x determine the nature and date of any archaeological features erteoech

x provide information on the form, function and development of the site over time
including site phasing

X identify whether any further archaeological work would be required and
whether any of the planned works on the site for visitor access and cotisarva
have the potential to impact on any buried remains and what the best
management responses might be to mitigate any such impacts

A total of nineevaluation trenches were excavated within Fisheries Fle&hches -B)
to the east and south of the pelewer. A further three, handug evaluation trenches
(10, 11 and 12)yere excavated in the vicinity of the tower.

Found within Trench i Fisheries Fieldere two, intercutting, Early Bronze Age burial
cists. The acidity of the soil meant that no bone karvived however the form of the
cists is very typical of Early Bronze Age burials, such as those seam@t_ow
Hauxley (Waddingtoand BonsalP016). Also found within the evaluation trenclies
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Fisheries Fieldias evidencéor Sone Age activityn Trenches 6 andif the form of
stone tools and evidena# medieval ridge and furrow ploughimg Trenches 7 and 8

The hanedug trenches around the pele tower produced important new evidence for
buried archaeological remainsh&@ wall foundation of théront of the 18" century

mansion house that once stood on the sites foundwithin Trench11. An important
discoveryn the same trenchhoweverwas evidence for an earlier building consisting of
a cobbled floor surface andraugh but substantialvall foundationon a different
alignment to the tower and the Mansion Hougealysis of the pottery assemblage has
placed it in the 19-14™ centuries, predating the tower and providing further evidence
for a medieval buildingxistingon the site priortoZ $}A E[e }ve3EpN 8]}vX

In handdug Trench 1@ wellbuilt, stonelined drain, a linear ditch and a stofiaed
gully of unknown function and datwere revealedSignificantly Trench 1Glso
containedtwo pit features,one small and oneery large, botlcontaining a number of
stones within their fillend some chipped flint flake$he large pit also producedrary
large lump of red ochrburied at depth below its upper stgrfilland the small pit
produced a substantiatonstone boulder below its stgffill.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Cresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Pisjed by Cresswell
Parish Council and the Greater Morpeth Development TQistswelPeleTower is
thought to date to the 1% or 15" century and represnts a welpreserved example of
aborder tower house} & Z Whetdwer is a Schetbd Monument (NHLE: 1014509)
and a Grade II* Listed Building (NHLE: 1042148

1.2  Thearchaeological evaluation trenching described in this docurnerg
undertaken as pa of a Heritage Lottery Fundedggect which aims to removéhe

tower from the Historic England Heritage at Risk Regéstdralso providgublic access
to the tower. The project will conserve the tower for future generatidnenjoy.As

well as the evalation trenching, lhe currentprogramme of archaeological wo

includes geophysical surveieldwalking and a watchingrief. All aspects of the
archaeological work have been conducted in collaboration with the local community
allowing for local engageméemvith the project and the toweras well agproviding
training and participation opportunities in heritage and archaeological activities and
skills.

2. STELOCATION ANGEOLOGY

2.1 Cresswell is located at the southern end of Druridge Bhg.tower is cemed at
NGRNZ 29364 93356 (Figuté.

2.2  The tower and its surrounding grounds occupy a prominent position within
Cresswell, on a raised area of laatda height oft.16m aODwhich provides clear views
both up and down the coast to the north atige south and east out to sea

2.3 &l*Z E] « &] eshaped field lv¢ated to the east and south of the tower
v JA Ee v E }( %% E}AL]u 3 0C iiXAO6Z X dZ-we$to [* o}V
to southeast. The elevation of the field ranges from 8nDaid the northern corner of
the field to 18m aOD in the far southest. The field rises gradually from the east
towards the west with the incline becoming more pronounced at the southern extent
of the field. The southwest portion of the field is situatedn a relatively flat plateau.

2.4  The solid geology of thate comprises Pennine Middle Coal Measwts
mudstone, siltstone and sandstone overlain by superficial deposgtaofaltill (BGS
2017).
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3. AIMS ANDOBJECTIVES

3.1 The aim of the archaeological evaluatimanchingwasto identify and assess
archaeological features in the vicinity of Cresswell Tower in order to:

x inform onthe presence, conditio and potential significance of buried
archaeology on the site

x delimit the extent of buried archaeological remains across the site
x determine the nature and date of any archaeological features encountered

X provide information on the form, function and develment of the site over
time including site phasing

x identify whether any further archaeological wonlould berequired and
whether any of the planned works on the site for visitor access and
conservation have the potential icmpact on any buried remains drwhat the
best management responsesight beto mitigate any such impacts

4. METHODOLOGY

4.1  Afull evaluation trenching methodology is set out in the Written Scheme of
Investigation that was compiled prior to the commencement of fieldwsede
AppendixIl).

4.2 A total of nineevaluation trenches were excavated within Fisheries Field
(Trenches D) to the east and south of the pele toweA further three, haneug
evaluation trenchegTrenches 1@12) were excavated in the vicinigf the tower.
Trench 10 masured10m from northeast to southwest and 4.7m from nortlwest to
southr «3U Jv v ZAl theZotier ¥enches were simple linear trenches, usually
2m wide and varying lengths.
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5. RESULTS
51 Trench 1

5.1.1 Trench 1 was locatewards the northern end of Fisheries Field, 40m from the
north-west corner, running parallel with the western bound#@fygure2 and Figureb).

It was orientated from northwest to southeast. The trench measured 15 x 2m and was
excavated to a maximum depth ©f3m BGL (below grodrievel).

5.1.2 Trench 1 was excavated through plough$bill)whichaveraged 0.28 thick
andcovered the entire fieldThiswas situatedabove a coarse deposit of made ground
which consisted of crushed sandstone, brick and mortar amongst grey sandy clay (102).
This deposit also containeabundantfragments ofcoalwhich is present throughout

the local geologyBeneath this layer of made groumésdark grey sandy clai103)

which contained no inclusiorendis likely to be the original topsoift the southern
extent of the trenchsoil (103) was found to be sihg directly upon naturdill (105)

which continued beyond the limits of excavatidkt a distance of 3.2m from the
southern extent of the trench, what appeared to be a large circular cut was present
within the natural clay. Filling thigut [was an addtional depositof made ground
consisting of sandstone rubble and brick (1@4jch continued beyond the limits of the
excavation(Figure3). It is possible that this was a large pit, possibly for clay extraction
or possibly forhe purpose of dumping waste. However, it is also a possibility that the
natural clay (105) dropped away at this point and that (104) had been deposited in
order to level out the groungbrior to the construction of the 18century mansion

house that once djoined the pele towerlt is clear that the deposits exposed in this
trench are highly disturbed and represent a deliberate buitdof the ground surface

for the construction of the Mansion House.
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Figure3. Trench 1, lookingosith-east (gales = 0.5m graduatiohps

Figure4. Trenchl, northeast facing section (longales = 0.5m graduatiops

10
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5.2 Trench 2

5.2.1 Trench 2was locatedc.16m to the southeast of Trench 1, running at right
angles to the westernield boundaryand wasorientated from southwest to north
east(Figure2 andFigure6). The trenchmeasured 2 x 20rand was excavated to a
maximum depth of 0.8m BGL.

5.2.2 Trench 2 was excavated thrdugloudhsoil (201) oto a naturaldeposit of grey
clay (202). At the western end of the trench ordigy(202)overlaya layer of crushed
sandstone (203) which was in turn above a layer of ash and coal (204). A deposit of dark
grey clay (205) was present at thase of the trench. These deposits have been
interpreted as layers of made grounghobablydeposited in order to build up the level
of the field. It is possible that until thtsne, the peletower had been sat uponsmall
mound, possibly within a smatlarmkin,and that the field was levelledfter the

demolition of the barmkin prior to the construction of the"18entury MansionHouse
Immediately upon stripping the trench started to fill with water. With wet weather
throughout much of the excavatiomé trench never cleared of water and it got deeper
as time went on. This made recording awkward and not as detailed should the trench
have not become submerged. Further excavation is required in this area to fully
understand what is going on on this pafttbe site, however, any further excavation
should take place in the drier months of the year.

5.2.3 Situated in the centre of Trench 2 was a 4.3m vwad#ingof mediumsized
stones(206) set within grey clay deposit (2qB)gure5) running northsouth. Due to
the flooding of the trenclstone deposit (206) could not be fully investigated. It is
possiblethat this featurerepresentsthe robbedout remains of a wall base associated
with a potential barmkin whch may have once encircléde pele bwer.

11
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Figure5. Trench 2, looking nortkastwith the raised area within the water being the main area of the
north-south running stone setting (206yhe trench was unable to be fully excavated due tovilager
level(scales = 0.5m graduatiohs

12
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5.3 Trench 3

5.3.1 Trench 3 was situated51m to the northeast of Trench 2.1 trench was
orientated southrwest to north-east and measured 2 x 20fRigure2 andFigure7). The
trench had a maximum depth of 0.7m BGL.

5.3.2 Deposits in the trench included very dark brown sandy clay topsoil (301)
overlying paler brown saly clay subsoil (302) and finally stiff, yellow natural ¢ty

at the base of the trench. The trench did not contain any archaeological features or
buried land surfaces.

Figure7. Trench 3, looking nortieast (gales = 0.1 graduation¥

14
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54 Trench 4

5.4.1 Trench 4 was located36m to the northwest of Trench &nd positioned to

test an area of ground in proximity to the natural spring situated to the immediate west
of the trench. Itwas orientated weshorth-west toeastsouth-east(Figure2, Figure8
andFigurel6). The trenchmeasured 2 20m and had a maximum depth of m2BGL.

5.4.2 Thedeposit sequence within Trench 4 consisted of dark breaumdy clay
topsoil (401) overlying a thick depositwind-blown relict dunesand (402) Thesand
did not displayany visuakvidence ofaminationssuggesting the possibilithat it may
havebeendeposited during a single, high energy event. girsiminarily thought that
this sand deposits part of the same one observable all the way along the length of
Druridge Bay, the laying down of whichdbeen dated to the early*imillennium cal
BC during the Late Bronze ABarly Iron Age transitioat Lov Hauxley (Waddington
and Bonsal2016).Beneath the sand (402) wasdark brown sang palaeosol (403). A
brown/grey relict subsoil (40%xisted beneath buried topsoil (403)his wasin turn,
sat upon the natral yellowclay till(408)(FigurelQ).

5.4.3 Exposed within the central portion of the trench were two, stebailt cist

boxes that had been cuhrough palaeosol (403) andto relict subsoil (404and till

(408) Neither cist contained any human remajmsobablydue to the acidy of the

soil. The lower earlier of the two cist¢hereafter Cist 1) measured 0.46 x 0.88m

internally (Figure 10and had been constructed using a number of medwized, flat
sandstone slabs with smaller staswsed tofill in the gapshetween them A number of

(0 § «3}v » o]v §&Z e }( 8Z ]38 o}atftshpiiBvesizend]oo}A «3}v
W% v AZ] Z §Z pE] Hay@ave vdstedFigurell). During the machine
excavation of this trench one of the capstorfesthis cist was dislodged and this gave
rise to the recognition of the potential for a buried feature to survive here. It was of
insufficient size to cover the cist and so several capstones would have originally been
used.The fll of the cist (409) waadark grey santhat had percolated into the void
subsequent to the burial and probably after the dune sand was deposited over the top
of the burials The height at the base of Cist 1 was 9.54m a@ibsmall finds were
recovered from the cist fill.

5.4.4 The uper, later Cist 2cut the eastern end of Cist 1 and had truncated it so that

the original, eastern slabf Cist lwas no longer presenCist 2 measured 0.6 x 0.8m

internally and was orientated norttvest to southeast.Cist 2 had been constructed in

a ver similar fashion to Cist 1 in that a number of medisized flat sandstondabs

had beenusedtocreatea} £X dZ ]S Z (0 § *S}v ¢ o]Jv]vP §Z LY
* S }v, dimilar to Cist Isituated at its east en@Figurel?2). The fill of Cist 2 (413)as

dark grey sandinable to be differentiated from the filling of CistThe heightat the

base CisR was 9.68m @D and was therefore 0.14m higher than the base of Cist 1.

5.4.5 Located to the northwest of the two cists was a deggircular posthole (410).

The feature measured 0.49 x 0.5m wide and was 0.4m dEep sides of the posthole

were very steep and it had a flat base. The fill of the feature consisted of very dark grey
sand which contained a number of large rounded staites had been deliberately

placed within it. The depth of the feature and the steepness of the sides as well as the
stone packing suggests that it most probably held a straight timber measuring at least

15
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¢.0.45m wide. This may havedreas a marker or totepindicating the location of the
cists.

5.4.6 A narrow linear ditch (415) was also noted within the central portion of the
trench, running in a nortieast to southwest direction Figure9). The cut of the ditch
[416] was steeply sidedith a concave base and the fill of the ditch (415) consisted of
grey sand containing no inclusions. The fill of the ditch produced sherds fiom a
unusual vessel that is probably a cooking goé to the sooting and discolouration on
the fabric. It could dte to the 12" or early 13' century (see Sectio8.4- Pottery).

5.4.7 Initially it appeared as though Cist 2 was cutting linear ditch (415) and was
therefore later than ithowever on inspection ibecame cleathat the ditch wasin

fact, later then the cists and that the sou#ast end of Cist 2 had ba left in position
when the ditch was cut, although any capstone at this end of the cist had been
removed when the linear ditch was cut. It was not clear from the section at wdyathd
the linear ditch had been cut fronthat is, whether it had been cut through the sand
dune deposit (402) or whether it had been cut through the earlier palaeosol (403 and
404) and into till (408) prior to the deposition of the dune sand

5.4.8 No small find were recovered from the cists. However, the linear ditch fill (415)
did produce some chipped flint fragments a limpet and periwinkle shell in addition to
the two sherds of unusual pottery. The fills of the cists and the linear ditch were
sampled for floation but very little organic material was present and no samples
suitable for radiocarbon dating were recovered. The sea shell could potentially provide
a date but they are from the linear ditch fill and therefore could be residual material
that was incoporated into its backfill or possibly material that came out of Cist 2 after

it was disturbed. Either way its insecure context means they are not ideal samples for
dating.
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Figure8. Trench 4, looking southast. The cists can lsen within the central portin of the trench
(scales = 0.5m graduatiops

Figure9. Ditch (415) after excavationdale = 0.5m graduatiofs
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FigurelO. The two Early Bronze Age burial cisttin Trench 4 after beingxcavated The deposit
sequence cabe seen in the trench sectionc@es = 0.5m graduations

Figurell. Cist 1 showing the 'pillow stonig-situ. Scale = 0.25m.
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Figurel2. Cist 2 showing the 'pillow stonig-situ. Scale = 0.25m.

Figurel3. Posthole (410) after partial excavation showing the large stdnestu. Scale= 0.25m.
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55 Trench 5

5.5.1 Trench 5 was situatedose to the eastern field boundgrg32m from the
south-east corner of the field. e rench measured 2 x 20m and was orientated nerth
east to southwest (Figure2, Figurel4 and Figurel6). The trench had a marum

depth of 1.09m BGIThe purpose of this trench was to investigate the deposit
sequence within this part of the field.

5.5.2 Depositswithin the trench comprised, from the top downwardiark brown
topsoil (501) overlying brown ndeum-fine textured sand laye{502) (Figurel5) which
is an extensuion of the buried dune sand evidenced in Tren8edeath this was a
layer ofdarker,organicmaterial (503)epresenting a relict palaeosol which in turn
directly overlaythe natural, stiff,yellow claytill (504).

Figureld. Trench 5, looking soutiest (€ales = 0.5m graduatiops
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(503)

(504)

Figurel5. Trenchb, southeast facing section ¢ale = 0.5m graduatioips
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5.6 Trench 6

5.6.1 Trench 6 was locatembwards the southern extent of Fisheries Fied@0m from
the southernfield boundary. The trench wagientated north-north-west to south
south-east and measured 2 x 20m. Trench 6 was excavated to a maximum depth of
0.33m BGI(Figure2 and Figurel?).

5.6.2 The deposits within Trench 6 included dark brown saridy topsoil (601)
whichmeasured 0.361 deep and which in turn lagirectly above the natural yellow
claytill (602). There weremarchaeological features or buried land surfaces within
Trench 6.

Figurel?. Trench 6, lookingarth-west (xales = 0.5m graduatiohps
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57 Trench 7

5.7.1 Trench 7 was located147m to the west of Trench 6, towards the western
boundary of Fisheries Fie{Bigure2). The trench was orientated wesbuth-west to
eastnorth-east and measured 2 x 23.5mith amaximum depth of 0.3m BGEigurel8
andFigure20).

5.7.2 The epositsequencewithin Trench compriseddark brown topsoil (701)
whichmeasued 0.3m thidk anddirectly overlay natural yellowclaytill (702). Cut into
the till at intervals ofc.3.7mfrom each othemwere three parallewide furrows
representing%. *3 Z@E] P  yloyghiy@&didity The fill of the furrows was
brown sandy clay703), (705) and (707). Baturrow measurec.3.6m wide and was
orientated northnorth-west to southsouth-east. The width of the furrows suggests
that they were created by oar horsedrawnploughs and therefore areonsidered to
be more likely to be omedievalthan postmedievalor Victoriandate.

Figurel8. Trench 7, looking wgsshowing three parallgbloughfurrows (€ales = 0.5 graduatiohs
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5.8 Trench 8

5.8.1 Trench 8 was situated50m to thenorth-north-west of Trench TFigure2). The
trench was orientated from north to south and measured 2 x 20m in lerigib.trench
had amaximum depth of 0.3m BQGEigurel9 and Figure20).

5.8.2 The deposit sequence within Trench 8 cameed dark brown topsoil (801)
whichmeasured 0.6 thick aml directly overlay natural yellow clay till (802). Cut into

§Z 8]oo A E 3A} % @& 00 0 A] (HLEE}As E % E +» VE]VP %o
activity that cut across the trench at an obligaeglefrom north-west to southeast

The fill of the furrows was brown sandy clay and were not considered worth

excavating. The width of the furrows suggests that they were created by ox or-horse

drawn ploughs and therefore are considered to be more likelye of medieval than
postmedieval or Victorian date. They are considered to be part of the same ridge and

furrow activity as that evidenced in Trench 7 as they are on the same alignment.

Figurel9. Trench 8, looking soutbast, showing two wide furrowsutting across the base of the
trench at an oblique angle, although they are on the same alignment as the furrows observed in
Trench 7 (sales = 0.5m graduatiohps
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59 Trench 9

5.9.1 Trench 9vas located 41m to the east of Trench 6 and was orientated Rorth
north-west to southsouth-east(Figure2). The trenchmeasured 4 x 40randhada
maximum deph of 0.41m BG{Figure21l).

5.9.2 Trench 9 wagositionedin order to test the results of the fieldwalking that was
carried out in Fisheries Field in January 2017 (Cockburn 2017). A distinct concentration
of chippedMesolithicflint material had beenrecordedon the slope in the southern

area of the field and Trench 9 was excavated immediately to the west of it, upslope,
where the lithics are likely to have originated an area of plateau

5.9.3 Thedeposit sequence compriseddark brown togsoil (901) overlying the
H% % EU Z & «Z[ o C & }( $Z v §pu@hiohtaywclesgdtwthe E} | ~0iie
surface in this part of the field. Naturatdwn/red clay (902) had settled into the gaps
within the brash(weathered upper bedrock horizon}his tench was cleaned by hand
and produced a number of chipped flints and flakes. The conclusion made in the
fieldwalking report{Cockburn 2017), based on the concentration of Mesolithic lithics,
was that the flat plateau, in the very souttest part ofFisheres Fieldis most likef to
have been the location of some form Miesolithicsite. A stream runs along the
southern boundary of the fielflist a few metres beyond the south end of the
evaluation trench providing a nearby fresh water source, and locadbeflintfrom the
nearby shorerovidedthe raw material for much of the stone tool material found
within the trench but also from the fieldwalkin@he lithics picked up during the
fieldwalking had been moved from their original location due to ploughing
exacerbated by the natural slope of the lawtliich falls to the east, but the results
from the evaluation suggest that most of this material did indeed originate from this
area of dry plateau immediately upslope from the main flint scatter
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Figure2l. Trench 9, looking southast with white tags indicating the location of chipped lithics
encountered during the trowel cleaning of the top of the brash layealés = 0.5m graduatiops

5.10 Trench 10

5.10.1 Trench 10 was the first of thedgnches to be opeed in the vicinity of the pele
tower (Figure2 and 26). An initial trench measuring 4.6 x 2m was excavated
immediately to the northwest of the tower, in a nortieast to southwest orientation.

This trench was extended at various points throughout the excavation so that it ended
M% JVP v Z>[ ¢Z % U u e u EdasPtoisautiMEstand P #om
north-west to southeast.

5.10.2 The trench was excavatehrough very dark brown clagilt topsol and leaf

litter (1001) which extended across the wooded area surrounding the tower. Beneath
the topsoil at a height of 16.3m aOD and 0.18m Bf&sa layer of crushed sandstone
with brick rubble and broken roof tiles (100@igure22). Thisis evidentlydemolition
material that was used to level the ground before the wooded area was establithed
was created during the robbirgut of the mansion house that had been built on to the
north-east and soutkwest elevations of the gle tower, in two separate phases) the

18" century. Phase 1 of the construction consisted of the main mansion house building
which had a double pitched roof and extended to the nentbst from the northwest

pele tower elevation walllThe constructiorgroove for the gable end of this pitched

roof can still be seen in the nortvest pele tower elevation wa(Figure34). Phase 2 of
the construction saw the addition of a singdtorey extension with a single pitched roof
which alutted the Phase 1 construction and wrapped around the serdht elevation

of the pele tower Figure32). Evidence of this can also be seen on the navist pele
tower extension wall where the angle of the roof pitch groove clesng
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5.10.3 Demolition deposit(1002)extendedacrossmost ofthe trench The demolition
deposit could beseen to fill a robber trench cut [1018}r what had evidently been the
later phasewestern wall of the MinsionHouse Deposit (1008) wadark brown/grey
sandy clay containing occasional storteat produced sherds of medieval gregiazed
pottery. Deposit (1008) was present only at the soutbst extent of Trench 1At the
western corner of Trench 10, a patch of crushed mortar (18dr8)ed part of the
demoltion deposit (1002gvidently resulting fran the robbing out of the Mansion
House west wall.

5.10.4 Layerg1002), (1008) and (1013) were removed to a depth of 0.39m BGL onto a
deposit of grey loamy silt (1003) which extended across the treincheasing irdepth
from east to westand which probably represents the survivingshblayer of the
original topsa. Cutthroughthis deposit and into the natural yellow clayl (1007)
beneath at the very northern corner of Trench Mas a brickbuilt square structue
(1004)(Figure23). This feature measured 0.6 x 0.54m internally and had been
constructed using one row of red bricks bonded with lime mortar and laid with a
stretcher bond. Situated within the confines of the square structues & corroded
metal pipe with a diameter of 0.25nThis feature is most probably thedndationof a
domestic appliance that was once within the"1819" century Mansion Huse, such
aspart of a boileror hot water system

5.10.5 Also cutthroughdeposit (10@) and into theclay tillwas a narronwsocket
running in a roughly norteast to southwest direction Set within thesocket was a
remarkably well made culvert or drain formed primarily thgt, thin sandstone slabs
(1006), angled towards each othatthe topso as to create a triangular profi{Eigure
24). The cut for this feature was context [1009naller, cobbldike stones had then
been used tdill the gaps between thélat slabs v §Z <} kdgpsto keep theslabs
in place.A partial handmadered brickwas noted in the drain constructigalthough it
is not clear whether it was later patch repair owas contemporary with the original
drain construction The feature had suffered some truncation by the time of
excawation, presumably when the mansion had been demolished, but itwedk
preserved at the western enaff the trench The base of the ditch was unlined and
instead a ridge had been created within the clay at the base of the ditch on either side
of it for the slabs to sit in. There was a noticeable drop in hegjtt.13mfrom the
western end othe feature to the eastern endhichallows forthe conclusion that it
was a drain, potentially used tmllectexcess ground wateand transport itaway from
the sitewhere it would have discharged into Fisheries Fiafdl eventualljtowards the
shore keyond.It is possibleghat the drain was created prior to the construction of the
18" century MansionHouseandit may even relate to the medieval use of the pele
tower, being later reused as a drain below the Mansion House extensite
stonework is quite remarkable and somewhat unusual and therefore an early origin for
this feature cannot be discounted.

5.10.6 Towards the western end of the drain, on its southern sides waarrow brick
feature (1005) which entered the trench from the sotghst and ran towards the drain
where it terminated(Figure25). The feature comprised two rows of red bricks haith

a stretcherbond, endto-end within ainear cut [1011] so that a gap of 0.13m was left
between the two rows. These bricks possibly represent the truncated remains of a later
drain that wasconstructed to run intdhe mainstone drain(1006).
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5.10.7 At thewestern end of TrenchO, once deposit (1003)ad been removegda
shallow but distinct cuf1020]was noted within the natural yellow clay running parallel
with the southwest elevation of the pele toweilhis cut is the same as cut [1012
which was seen at a higher level within the deposit sequemzkwas created for the
construction of the Phase Mansion Husewestwall foundation Cut [1020] was
possibly created by the weight of the wall pressing the stones into the natural clay
(1007) The cut was only visible forshort distance from soutieag to north-west

before it graded out.

5.10.8 A shallow, linear cut [1023] was noted at the extreme neetist end of Trench
10, cut through the natural clayrhis cut was 0.05m deep and 0.5m wibDee to the
change in the pitch of the mansion house roof whicllémonstrated by the groove
still visible in the northwest pele tower elevation wall, it was determined that this cut
belonged to the west wall of the Phase 1 mansion house construdtignre33).

5.10.9 Also & the western end othe trench, to the northwest of cut [1020] was a

very substantiasub-circular pit (1022¥ealed below the demolition layer and a short
survivingo VPSZ }( SZ u ve]}v ,}pvestwalVidumdaiion (1015) composed
of five roughly-dressed sandstone blks displaying no evidence bbnding material

that weresetinalignment v. AZ] Z u EE] u% A]3Z 8Z ps }( 3Z A o
layer [1020] (Figures 23 and 30). The short length of the stone foundation wall (1015)
measuredl.12 x0.49m and had surwied because they sat at a slightly lower level than
the surrounding surface as they had slumped due to having been directly over a large
stonelined pit (1022)lt is possible that additional stones to the south were also part of
the foundation but that tley had become dislodggdee Figure 30Dnlyone course of

the foundation survive@ndthis is the onlysurvivingstructural evidence fothe Phase

2 south-westwall of the mansion houséund during the evaluation

5.10.10The barge stonefilled pit (1022) measwed 2.27m from northwest to southeast
and 2.39m from soutiwest to north-east, although the nortieast extentof the pitwas
not exposed due tohe limited extent of the trench(Figure27). Time restraints meant
that the pit wasnot fully excavated and the base was not reachHue ait of the pit
[1025] was steegsidedand the fill consistegrimarily of boulders, mostly slightly
rounded beach cobble material, around whicbrawn, finely textured silty sand (1018)
had percolateddown after the initial rocKilling of the pit had taken place. This was
further evidenced by the discovery of voids within the fill of the pit during the
excavation of the nostompleted sectionThe pitfill (1022)producedthree tinysherds
of medievalpottery as well asour undiagnostichippedflints. The outstanding find so
far from this remarkable pit, also found withiiti (1022),was averylarge

lump/boulder of red ochremeasuring 0.48 x 0.32ffigure27 andFigure28). Red

ochre was commonly used withibarly Bronze Ageinerarycontexts possiblyas a
representation of bloogbut it is by no means clear whether this is a buriallpdeed it
could well turn out to have had a completely digextt purpose While red ochre is
occasionallyound within archaeological contexts, a lump as largéhasone found at
Cresswelisvery urcommon While the majority of the large stones within the fill of the
pit were sandstonetwo very dark, virtually lsick,stones were recovereanmediately
above ando the east of the red ochre boulder that was in a central position at a depth
0f0.33nbeo}A 8Z % ]3[c *ME( U v 3SBEeenspeciallyselektet] due

to their colour Figure29).
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5.10.11Located immediately to the soutbast of brick structure (1004 the eastern

endof Trench 10and sealed byhe demolition layer (1002) and cut directly into the

clay till (1007)was a circular pit (1024) measuring 0.63m in diam@tagure30). The

upper part of the pit was packed with large stones aetiberately selecte@gmaller

stones that had been used to plug the gaps between the large stones and the pit edge.
A mediumsized ironstone boulder had beémtentionallyplacedcentrally atthe base

of the pit (Figure31). A singlechipped flint vasrecovered from the pit filbut it is not

clear whether this is associated with the functional use of the pit or whether it is
residual matel from, earlier Stone Age activity that has become incorporated into the
pit when it was filled

Figure22. Trench 10 afteinitial excavation andemoval of the topsoil overburden ¢ales = 0.5m
graduation$.
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Figure23. Squarebrick structure (1004) ¢ale = 0.5m graduatiofs

Figure24. Stonelined drain (1006) ¢ales = 0.5m graduatiops
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Figure25. Brick drairn(or possiblebuilding foundaion) that ran into stone drain (1006)qale = 0.5m
graduations.
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Figure26. Large stondilled pit (1022)ooking easbefore excavatiorshowing the rerains of wall
foundation (1015)within the red box(scales = 0.5m graduaitns).

Figure27. Large, stondilled pit (1022) afteincomplete halsectioningshowing the location of the
largeboulderof red ochre in situ (scale = 0.5m graduations
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Figure28. The large bouldeof red ochre that was recovered fropit (1022) (sale = 8c

Figure29. One of the large, darrey bouldersecovered fronpit (1022) (sale = 8cm
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Figure30. Small, ston4illed pit (1024)after half-sectioning (sale = 0.25m The ironstone boulder lays
sealed below the largest filling stone.

Figure31l. The ironstone boulder that hadaken plaed at the base of pit (1024)d@e = 8cr
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Darker

Lighter

Figure32. The southwest pele towermwall elevationwith an arrow showing the difference in colour
between the upper and lower masonryhisindicateswhere the 18 century mansion house roof
would have extended tas it wrapped around this side of theitding from the pitched roof groove
visible on the northwest elevation This alsdines up with the evidence for the Phasev2st wall

foundation of the Mansion House in Trenches 10 and 12
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Figure33. Wall foundation cut [1023nd the northwest pele tower elevation wall showing where the
18th century mansion house would have abutted it. Scale = 0.5m graduations.
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Figure34. The northwest elevation wall of the pele tower showing the constructioaayre for the
18" century mansion house pitched roof. Note where the pitch changes angle, demonstrating the two
separate construction phases of the“leentury mansion house.
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5.11 Trench 11

5.11.1 Trench 11 was situated immediately to the no#tlest of the pele tower,
parallel with the northwest elevation(Figure2 and Figure38). The trench measured
2.7 x 6.1in and was orientatecdouth-west to north-east.

5.11.2 The trench was excavated through very dark brown clayey silt topsoil and leaf
litter (1101) which extended across the wooded area surrounding the tandristhe
same as (1002h Trench 10Beneath the topsothat averaged 0.28m thiclat a height

of 16.26n aOD was a layer of crushed sandstone with brgkble and broken roof

tiles (1102)which wasthe samedemolitiondeposit as (1002and measured 0.2m

deep.

5.11.3 Removabf thislayer revealed théMansion Huse[ north-eastwall foundation
(1107) the principal fagade of the househich was running in south-east to north
west orientation, inline with the northeast elevation wall of the pele towéFigure36)
and the survivingn-situ main entrane doorthat lay c.5.4m beyond the trenchThe

wall foundationhad been constructedsing faced sandstone blocks which formed an
outer skin within which a rubble cotead beenaid. The wall measure@d.86m wice

and had been bonded using a lime mortar. Ttesch that had been cut into the
natural clay till [1112{o hold the foundation wall coincided with the foundation wall
face on itsnorth-east side but waswider on its southwest side, extending on average
0.28m from ths side of the wallThe construction trenclon the southwest side of the
wall foundationhadthen beenpackedwith sandstone rubblénto which silty soil had
percolated(1106).

5.11.4 On the eastern side of wall foundation (1107), alsodath ribble layer(1102)

was a deposit of compacted sandstone rubble within dark brown loam (1109). This
deposit continued beyond the limit of the exvation but abutted wall (1100n its
eastern sideThis deposit appeared to be the same made ground deposittasseen
within Trench 1 in Fisheries Field, context (102). Sitting above this made groundhlaye
Trench 11 was a single flisdndstone slab and a number of long, thin sandstone blocks
(1111) which appeared to be the remnants gdavedsurfacethat extended beyond

the excavation trenchThe maximum visible area of the surface measured 1.2 x 0.9m. It
is possible that these stones represent an externalgobterrace or pth whichran

along the frontage of the linsionHouse[* %0 E ]V ] %0 Thele was nevidence of

the stones having been bonded together.

5.11.5 On the westide of wall foundation (1107), once rubble layer (1102) had been
removed a layer of orange clay mixed with broken sandstone fragments (1488)
exposed This has been interpreted assuting from the debris of constructing the wall
and undertaking final dressing of the ashlar stone blocks used to construct the principal
facade of the Mansion House. Sealed below this layer it could be seethéhatestern

edge ofthe foundation trench fomwall (1007)cut acrossan earliercobbled floor surface
(1105)(Figure37). The rounded cobbles had been roughly laid and embedded in a layer
of chared/ashy material and what appeared to be beaten edth10) and showed
eviden@ ofheavy use and repair. The edge of the floor surface was defined on its west
side bythe foundation course of a rough but substantial sandstone wall (1tt24)was

on a different alignment to either the Mansion House or pele tower walls and evidently
pre-dates them both There was no evidence of bonding material on or around the
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wallsstones. The wafbundation (1104)measuredc.0.7m wide and was visibBrross
the width of the trench for2.8m.The wall had been constructed withirench[1113]
whichhad beencut intothe natural yellow clayill (1112) and backfilled with pale
brown sandy clay.

Figure36. Sandstone wall foundation (1107),lbeging the 18th century Mansionddse, showing its
alignment with the norh-east wal of the pele tower (sale = 0.5m graduatiohs
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Figure37. Trench 11 showing wall foundation (1107), earlier cobbled floor surface (110%sand
associateceastern stone wall foundation (1104) with the natural yellow clayrtithe foreground
(scales = 0.5m graduatiops
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5.12 Trench 12

5.12.1 Trench 12 was situated on the souttest side of the pele toweand measured
2 x 9m(Figure2 andFigure4?2). The trench was orientatedorth-west to southeast
(Figure39) and positioned to identify the extentfdahe Phase Mansion House st
wall and whether it had wrapped around the west side of the pele tower.

5.12.2 Trench 12 was excavated througéry dark brown clayey silt topsoil and leaf
litter (1201) which extended across the wooded area surrounding the tewdrwas
the same layer as (D2) and (1102) in Trenches 10 and 11 respectively

5.12.3 Beneath topsoil (1201put only occupying the norteastern half of the trench

was a deposit of dark brown/black silty clay containing large amounts of clinker and ash
(1202) Abutting this deposit andccupying the soutlwestern half of the trench was a
deposit ofvery dark brown sandy clay containing sandstone rubble (1203). Separating
these deposits was cut [1204] which, similarly to cut [1020] in Trencls Ldderstood

to be the cut for the trenchthat held thePhase 2Mlansion House west wall. The trench
wasbackfilled withdemolitiondeposit (12@).

5.12.4 Beneath deposit$1202) and1203)was the natural yellow claiyl (1205).

Visible within thesurface of theclay was the cut [1204] for the rear waknch of the
Phase 2Mansion Fusewhich ran for a length of 4.32m from norhest to southeast
before turning ataright angletowards the pele tower for a short distaneeljacent
where the pele tower west elevation wall terminateBowards the southerextent of

the trencha ditch had been cut into theaturalclay. The fill of the ditch (1206)
comprised brown clay containing rubble and the cut [1207] had gently sloping sides and
a concave bas@-igure40). The function and d& of this ditch remain unknown as it
had no clear relationship with any other feature in the trencbcated 1.2m to the
south-east of ditch (1206) was a stofieed gully, running parallel with the ditch
(Figure4l). Gully (120B8was located at the very extreme sowtast end of the trench
and was not fully exposed as a resastit continued into the baulkA width of 0.38nof
the gullywas visible and it had a depth of 0.25ihe base of the gully had been lined
with flat, sandtone slabs and it appeared to have had smaller, irregular stpressed
into the clay along itsides. The gully had been filled with dark brown sandy clay and
irregular, angular stones (1210). It was not evident whether this backfilling was
deliberate @ not, however at the nortkeast end of the gully it appeared as though one
or two capstones had remained-situ. It isconsidered probable that this gully &
stonelined drain with a rectangular profile but that the majority of the capstones had
been obbed resulting in the drain becoming filled with soil and rubble.

45



Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

Figure39. Trench 12, looking nortivest with ditch (1206) and gully (1208) visible in the foreground,
both running across the trenchaales = 0.5m graduatiohs

Figure40. Ditch (1206) @ale = 0.5m graduatiohs
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Figure4l. Stonelined gully (1208) ¢ale = 0.5m graduatiofs
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Figure 42:
Plan of Trench 12.
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6. SPECIALISREPORTS
6.1  Animal bone analysis
Milena Grzybowska

Material

6.1.1 The material consisted of nearly 1 kg of animal bone derived from
predominantly posimedievalcontexts

Methods

6.1.2 The analysis follows English Heritage MAP2 (1991) and Animal bones and
Archaeology: Guidelines foebt practice by English Heritage (Baker and Worley 2013).

6.1.3 The bones were identifiedy species or a taxonomic group where possible. Ribs
and vertebrae (excluding the axis and atlas) and unidentifiable specimens were
assigned to size class (large/mediumadl).

6.1.4 Taphonomic traces were recorded. The state of surface preservation was scored
using a five stage system (bad, poor, moderate, good, excellentprésence or

absence of gnawing arltirningwasrecorded. The preservation and the location of
butchery maiks were recorded using a zoning system devised by Dobney and Rielly
(1988).

6.1.5 Tooth eruption and wear for cattiwasrecorded and Mandible Wear Stages
(MWS) assigned using Grant (1982). Epiphyseal fusion stages were recorded and ages
assigned usingI8er (1969).

6.1.6 Measurements of mature specimens were taken following the standards of von
den Driesch (1976).

6.1.7 Tabulation of the results is providdmlow.
Results

6.1.8 A total assemblage @fOrefitted fragments of animal bone was analysed. All
contexts includedlisarticulated remains.

6.1.9 The surface preservation of animal bones wasstlymoderatdgood and
occasionally pootOne fragment of mammal bone showed evidence of burning,
whereas groportion of the bones were affected by gnawing

6.1.10 Demolition deposi{1002) levelling laye(1003) anddemolition/levelling layer
(1008) from Trench 16ontained mostly sheep and goat, followed by medium to large
mammalspecimens. Half of these specimens carried butchery marks, however the
small size of the assemblage preclugetilysis of the butchery practicAmongsmall
bovids the most abundant element wastapodium (metatarsal ometacarpal) and
radius. Epiphyseal fusion stage of all the observable elements indicated that the
individuals were mature at death. Metric dat@dtained for sheep andoat specimens
was consistent with measurements obtained from contemporaneous British
assemblages (ABMAP).

6.1.11 The bone recovered from the topsoil in Trench(1001) comprised
domesticated species in similar proportions with dominatihgep and goat specimens
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followed by cattle and large mammal, wherdaselling deposi{202)in Trench 2and
the fill of the stonelined drain in Trench 1¢1210) contained mainly cattle, and
occasionally pig (202).
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Context Taxon Element R/L | Weight Zone (>50%) Zone Butchery | Gnaw. | Burn. | Fusion | Pres| Comments/
(grans) (<50%) measurement

S

202 Cattle Metatarsal L 191.2 1,2,356,7,8 - 4XCat2| - - Fd M -

202 Cattle Radius L 148.6 1,2,5 E - Y - Fp G -

202 Cattle Ulna R 51.1 B, c E - - - - G -

202 Large mammal - - 56.0 - - Lt - - - M -

202 Large mammal Rib - 7.7 3 - - - - M -

202 Large mammal Metatarsal - 25.9 - Shaft - - - - G -

202 Large mammal Rib R 8.8 - 2,3 - - - - M -

202 Large mammal Long bone - 6.2 - Shaft - - - - P -

202 Medium mammal | Long bone - 6.1 - Shaft Lt - - - M -

202 Pig Ulna R 11.7 C,d,ef,gh B - Y - - M -

202 Medium mammal | Femur L 9.5 3,5,6 - - - - Up G Immature

415 Unidentified - - 2.1 - - - - - - M

415 Unidentified - - 2.2 - - - - - - M -

415 Mammal Long bone - 09 - - - - - - M -

415 Mammal Long bone - 0.7 - - - - Burnt | - G Grey

415 Mammal - - 0.7 - - - - - - M -

415 Unidentified - - 1.9 - - - - - - Mx | 3 fragments

1001 Sheep/goat Metacarpal | - 8.3 - 56 - Y - - M -

1001 Sheep/goat Metacarpal L 10.0 - 2,57 | Lt - - Fp G -

1001 Sheep/goat Metapodium | - 5.3 - 3,7 Lt - - Fd G -

1001 Cattle Incisor R 2.6 - - - - - - M -

1001 Large mammal - - 12.1 - - - - - - M -

1002 Large mammal Long bone - 30.4 - Shaft H, C - - - G -

1002 Medium mammal | Rib R 4.9 - 3 - - - - G -

1002 Sheep/goat Upper M3 L 6.7 crown Root - - - - G -

1002 Sheep/goat Metatarsal L 6.8 1,2 56 - - - Fp G Bp:19.5

1002 Sheep/goat Metatarsal L 3.7 - 1,2 - - - Fp G -

1003 Sheep/goat/rd Metapodium | - 6.9 - 57,3 | H - - Fd G -

1008 Sheep/goat Ralius L 11.5 1,2,5,6,7 E Hatl, 2 - - Fp G Bp:32.4

1014 Large mammal Rib - 57.3 - 3 3XC Y - G Green staining

1014 Large mammal Rib - 13.0 - 3 - - - - P 2 fragments

1014 Sheep/goat Radius R 6.7 - 2,5 Lt - - Fp G -

1014 Sheep/goat Axis - 20.0 1,2,3,4 - - - - - M -

1102 Large mammal Long bone - 33.9 - Shaft Lt - - - M -
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1210 Medium mammal | Long bone - 22.0 - Shaft - - G -
1210 Mammal - - 3.7 - - 5x C - G -
1210 Cattle Lower M1 L 16.5 Crown - - TWS:g| G W:25.8
1210 Cattle Lower M2 L 19.0 Crown - - - G W:29.0

53

Tablel. Animal bone.




Cresswell Pele Tower Community Archaeology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

6.2 Lithicsand Shell
Clive Waddington

6.2.1 Two fragments of shell were recovered comprising one limpet and one edible
periwinkle, both from ditch fill (403) in Trench 4 thadhcut Cist 2. It is unclear where
these shells had come from as they could potentially have formed part of the cist fill or
alternately have been deposited in the ditch when it was backfilled or could just be
earlier residual material that was incorporaténto the ditch fill. It is worth noting,
however, that clusters of limpets and other shell were found associated with the
Beaker periodt Early Bronze Age burial cairn excavated at the north end of Druridge
Bay at Low Hauxley (Waddington and Bonsall 2016

6.2.2 The lithic assemblage comprised dffipped stone lithicOf these 39 were

debitage (flakes, chips and blades), 5 wenees, 2 were retouched pieces and there

was 1 small segment from a narrow blade microlith. Most of the debitage was from the
seconday stage in the core reduction sequence, although occasional primary chips
were also present. This indicates that stone tool production and maintenance took
place on the site with most of the initial rough chipping of nodules taking place
elsewhere. As mogif the material that can be provenance is of beach flint origin the
location of the primary chipping is likely to have been the beach where the pebbles
were collected. It is notable that there are a few pieces of nodular flint present
indicating the use Bflint that has come a considerable distance. This material is also
unpatinated suggesting a younger age than the more frequently patinated beach flint
pieces. This suggests that two broad phases of activity are represented within the flint
assemblage. Ehmicrolith and the much of the debitage is indicative of Mesolithic
activity, particularly in Trench 9. However, the presence of some nodular flint and also
some fresh and squat flakes is suggestive of potential late Neolithic, or more likely Early
BronzeAge, activity in the vicinity of both Trench 9, and the Pele Tower and the Cists in
Trench 4.

6.2.3 The tiny fragment from a microlith is evidently from a small narrow blade

U] €}0]8ZX dZ » &C% « }( u] €}o]8Z (]Jv $Z Z> & E[ D «}o]

potentially date from any time betweea8400 t4000 cal BC. No other pieces in the
excavation assemblage are sufficiently diagnostic to provide a more refined estimate of
age.

6.2.4 ltis notable that the presence of Mesolithic material in trench 9 corresponds
with the character of the flint scatter found immediately downslope to the east of
Trench 9. This implies that the ploughsoil material recovered from the fieldwalking
must have come from the area of plateau where Trench 9 was situated. This suggests
the preence of a Mesolithic processing/domestic site on this area of plateau as
mentioned above.

Context No | Context Trench Find Debitage | Cores | Retouched| Microlith | Total
Nos (flakes chips pieces
& blades)
403 Ditch fill | 4 106 107, 4 4
108, 114
901 Baseof |9 28 5 1 1 35
topsoil
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1021 112 1 1

1022 10 101 102, 4 4
103, 104

1001 10 105 1 1

1208 12 111 1 1
113 1 1

Total 39 5 2 47

Table2. Summary of chipped stone lithics by context.
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Cresswell Lithics and Shell Catalogue

Max | Max | Max
Type: Reduction L W T
Context SF No. | Material | Colour | Provenance| General Type: Specific| sequence | Period | (mm) | (mm) | (mm) Comments
1022 101 flint med grey chip debitage sec Broken
1022 102 flint light grey flake debitage sec 20 20 3.5
1022 103 flint flake debitage sec Broken and burnt
1022 104 flint med grey | nodular flake sec Broken
?? 105/10.1 | flint brown flake sec 21 23 3.5
403 106 flint flake sec Broken andburnt
403 107 flint blade sec 25 14 4 | Patinated
403 108 flint brown flake sec Broken
403 109 shell white limpet
403 110 shell white periwinckle | edible
oblique beak across distal
1202/3 111 flint light grey | beach utilised blade ter mes 38 14 5| end
901 25 flint light grey chip debitage sec Broken
1021 112 flint med grey blade sec Broken and burnt
901 11 flint light grey chip debitage sec Broken
??77? 113 flint brown flake debitage prim Broken
901 15 flint core multi-platform | sec mes 12 20 Patinated
901 24 flint med grey flake debitage sec 13 9 6
901 23 flint flake debitage sec Broken and patinated
901 1 flint light grey retouched flake ter Broken
901 Broken tiny fragment of a
26 flint light grey microlith narrow blade | ter mes narrow blade microlith
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901 27 flint light grey flake sec Broken
901 22 flint light grey flake sec Broken
901 19 flint light grey core exhausted sec mes 13 17

901 20 flint light grey flake sec 13 8 5.5

901 3 flint med grey | nodular core sec Broken
901 flint core exhausted sec mes 15 16 Patinated
901 flint light grey | nodular core sec Broken
901 flint light grey flake sec Broken
901 21 flint light grey flake debitage sec Broken
901 18 flint light grey flake sec 11 7 4.5

901 16 flint light grey flake debitage sec Broken
901 flint orange flake rejuvenation sec 9 3.5 3.5

901 flint med grey | beach core pebble sec 12 19 Patinated and
901 17 flint light grey flake rejuvenation sec 19 11 5

901 10 flint light grey flake debitage sec Broken
901 12 flint light grey flake debitage sec 13 11

901 13 flint light grey chip debitage sec 8 5

901 14 flint light grey | nodular flake debitage sec Broken
901 flint light grey flake core flake sec 22| 30| 18

901 flint light grey flake rejuvenation sec 11 4

901 29 flint white beach flake debitage prim 10.5 1.5

901 31 flint chip debitage Broken and patinated
901 30 flint red brown flake sec 20 10 3.5 | Patinated
901 35 flint med grey flake sec 14 20 5.5

901 28 flint light grey flake debitage sec 19.5 12 6
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901 34 flint med grey | beach flake debitage prim 10 12 11

901 33 flint light grey | nodular flake debitage sec Broken
901 32 flint med grey flake debitage sec Broken
403 114 flint red brown flake debitage sec Broken

Table3. Lithics and shell catalogue.
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6.3 PalaeoenvironmentaResidues
Luke Parker

6.3.1 Palaeoenvironmental reains were recovered via floatation from four
archaeological contexts (1022 and 10PHdoth circular stondilled pits from Trench 10,
415 tditch fill) and and 409 fill of lower burial cist from Trench 4).

Context Number: 409 415 1022 1024
Recovered Burnt ash | Two fragments of | A single fragment of | Small amounts of
Pdaeoenvironmental English maple oak heartwood modern ligneous
Remains: heartwood charcoal material

charcoal and three contamination
fragments of oak

heartwood

charcoal

Table4. Summary of palaeoenvironmental assessments for the Cresswell material.

6.3.2 None of the samples contained palaeoenvironmental remains suitabfé@or
dating. Context 40%he fill of Cist 1contained quantities of burnt ash which cannot be
dated.

6.3.3 Context 415, a ditch which containstierds oimedieval pot, did contain
charcoal fragments, however these are from the heartwood of {veg tree species

v *} Alpo }vs Jv- po]@BP PZ[WZ] Z E v E+ 3Z u Ju%k E 3] o
This samesisue is present for context 1022 which contains a single fragment of oak
heartwood charcoal.

6.3.4 The palaeoenvironmental remains recovered from context 1024 contained only
modern ligneous material.

6.4 Pottery
Jenny Vaugan
Summary

6.4.1 A total of 145 sherds of pottgrweighing 1799 gms was recovered from four of
the trenches excavated, the majority of sherds coming from Trench 10 (see Table).
Trenches 4, 10 and 12 produced a small quantity of medieval pottery, broalip12
14" century in date, the bulk of the resf the assemblage appeared to be late
18"/early 19" century.

Trench | Sherds| Weight Gomment
4 3 26 All medieval
10 |109 |1504 Eight sherds medieval
11 |24 137

12 |9 132 Four sherds medieval
Tableb. Pottery by trench.

59



Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

Trench4

6.4.2 These sherds were from a single vessel, probably a cooking pot as the sherds
were partly sooted and discoloured, mainly greyish in colour, although the fabric
appeared to be made from a ligfiting clay. It was coarsely gritted. This could be late
12" or early 18 century in date.

Trench 10

6.4.3 Three of the medieval sherds from Trench 10 joined making up nearly half of
the rim of a jar with wide everted rim. The fabric was oxidised to a bright orangen
with a dark grey core and contained some coanmsesgThere was a partly greeglazed
fragment in the sandy fabric of the early greglazed wares. The other medieval
sherds from this trench were much smaller. The fabric of one was similar to the gritty
wares found further north, particularly round Banntgh. Others were not particularly
diagnostic.

6.4.4 There were three main groups amongst the postdieval material: red
earthenwares, all but two sherds glazed, undecorated refined crealoured
earthenware, and factory (or industrial) slipware.

6.4.5 Most of thered earthenware sherds were from bowls with an internal white slip
coating, a number of these also had brown mottling on top of the slip. These are typical
of 18"719" century kitchen wares. There was a small sherd from a smaller thin walled
vessel with Bp decoration (a blob) rather than a coating, and a blgleized base.

6.4.6 The undecorated refined wares have all been designated ‘creamware' although
some are less obviously cream than others. The sherds are from tablewares, mainly
plates and bowls, and agstimated ten vessels were present. One sherd with a
creamware body had some brown sponged decoration.

6.4.7 There were sherds of four vessels of factory slipware. Two were simple
hemishperical bowls. The others could not be definitely identified but may alge ha
been bowls. Decoration consisted of simple bands, chegpoard, marbling and
speckling.

6.4.8 There was a smaller group of pearlwares, including three blue-stigid plate
rims and a few sherds with decoration. In addition to these main groups there were
three sherds of tirglazed earthenware and three of white sglazed stoneware,
including a plate rim with typical moulded 'barleycorn’ pattern. There were also single
sherds of china/porcelain, pink lustreware, burnt ?creamware and an unidentified
earthenware.

Trench 11

6.4.9 There was no medieval pottery from this trench but otherwise it produced a
few sherds of all the other types seen in Trench 10 includingltimed earthenware

and white sakglazed stoneware. One of the creamware sherds appeared to bg a ju
rim. In addition to this there were two small sherds of refined white earthenware from
the topsaoil.

Trench 12
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6.4.10 The four medieval sherds were not particularly diagnostic although broadly
13"/early 14" century. A blaciglazed redware base came from thense context. A
small redware sherd with slip and a fragment of a ridged jam jar were also present in
the trench as well as two burnt fragments of some sort of refined ware.

Discussion

6.4.11 Medieval activity is indicated in three of the trenches although, afvarh

Trench 4, in all but one context in Trench 10 [1022] it occurred residually amongst later
material. Dating such a small group cannot be precise but there is no indication of later
medieval activity (i.e. later f4century onwards) and the sherds frofinench 4 could

well be as early as the fZentury.

6.4.12 The postmedieval material is of some interest. The condition (fragments were
relatively large) and nature of the assemblage from Trench 10 suggests a primary
deposit. Creamware was the dominant tablewan the second half of the ¥8century
and continued in use becoming paler, into the earl{f 1Bearlware, with a whiter glaze
was introduced in the late #8century and continues into the first half of the"1.9
Cobalt (blue) was added to the glazadacan be seen most clearly where the glaze is
thicker, e.g round a ring base. Factory slipwares were produced using both these
bodies. Although this type of decoration continues later into the Victorian era the
combination of the presence of the plain ammwares and the almost complete
absence of fully developed 'whtewares' and transfer printed wares suggest a domestic
waste dump of the early 19century.

6.4.13 Red earthenwares of this type (the contemporary term was 'brownwares’) first
appearing in the 18 century continue throughout the 1®century and into the early

20" and are dated here by association with the other ceramics. Further study of dated
groups of 18 and early 18 century ceramics might reveal that there are some
chronological developmentsut currently this is uncertain. A few of the fragments here
are lighter red in colour and may be contemporary with the few sherds of earler 18
century pottery present, i.e. the tiglazed earthenware and whisalt-glazed

stoneware. Both these typesdline in use during the mid T&entury being

superceded by creamware.

6.4.14 Apart possibly for the fragment of preserve jar the postdieval ssemblage
reflects the relatively short life of the mansion house attached to the pele tower. It is
perhaps surprisig that the small medieval component does not appear to relate to the
tower as there is no obviously late medieval pottery present.

6.4.15 This is an interesting small group of material and worthy of retention.
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Abbreviations (where not obvious) used in catalogue:

med medieval
tge tin-glazed earthenware
wsglst white saltglazed stoneware
gre glazed red earthenware: | = late, bl = black, ..sl =cslgied, dec = lines,
blobs etc rather than coated (‘gre' used where sherds may be slightly
earlier type t see text)
factsl factory slip
pm ewpostmedieval earthenware, not further identified
pnt painted
wgle white glazed earthenware (i.e. late pm), tp = transfer printed
ag greenglazed (r = reduced)
SV same vessel
Trench| Context Fabric shs| wgt |form_sh GComment
4 415 med-gritty |3 |26 Ridged body sherds, sooted/discoloured but appears to
light brownbuff otherwise. Coarsely gritted.
10 1001 tge 1 |5 r Blue flaking glaze, rim of open ves.
10 1001 wsglst 2 |8 r Plate rim with 'barleycorn’ moulded p&trn, thin body sh g
hollow ves.
10 1001 bigre 1 |25 b With bead running round (too small to be called ‘clubbe
10 1001 Igre 1 |21 Ext surface much flaked off
10 1001 Igresl 8 |[116 2b Ring bases
10 1001 ungre 2 |45
10 1001 cream 6 |84 3b Bases aremig, recessed (SV in 1002) and flat.
10 1001 pearl 3 |10 b Ring base, one is transfer printed
10 1001 pm ew 1 |10 Part reduced reébrown fabric with streaky brown gl.
10 1002 med - ox 2 |86 r Wide everted jar rim, oxidised ext with grey core, mod il
sorted incl with occasional large quartz grits. More of sa
rimin 1014
10 1002 tge 1 3 Dark blue lines on white.
10 1002 gresl dec 2 |12 Misc- lines and blob
10 1002 Igresl 6 [106 r Flanged bowl rim, with brown mottling (SV in 1010), ung
ext
10 1002 Igresl 5 |81 br Splayed ring base, chunky rim not SV, prob all mottled,
ext
10 1002 cream 1 3 r Simple rim with yellow gl band with 4 grooves, brown
sponge dec.
10 1002 cream 10 (144 3b 2r 2 recessed bases (1 SV as jn 1001), 1 ring base (SV 1(Q
platerims (2 are SV), small handle.
10 1002 factsl 3 |7 r 2 simple rim sherds (SV) with brown chequerboard ban
round, other ?SV
10 1002 factsl 4 (129 prof Hemispherical bowl on ring baseanother rim in 1003,
dark brown bands, lower body covered in mid browith
dark brown speckles
10 1002 factsl 4 |68 r (Creamware body) simple shaped bowl! with bands of d
and lighter brown. Apart from band below rim surface
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Trench| Context Fabric shs| wgt |form_sh GComment
coverrd with pale brown with dark brown specklesot like
other speckled ves.
10 1002 factsl 4 |22 r Blue band round rim, rest has joggled/marbled slip in
shades of brown and cream.
10 1002 pearl 3 |25 2rb 2 shelledge rims (?SV), base (small ring) probably belo
to one (or both)
10 1002 pearl pnt 2 |17 b Ring base with green, brown and orangéage dec, other
has blue foliage
10 1002 pearl pnt? 1 4 Painted or smudged transfer, line of gilding
10 1002 burnt? 1 4 Probably pearl or cream
10 1002 china 1 |2 Thin china/porcelain with orange and black dec
10 1002 lustre 1 |3 b Recessed, pink
10 1003 wsglst 1 |9 rb Is profile but only small portion
10 1003 cream 8 |177 4b 2r  |Complete ring base, 2 joining SV in 1002, 1 other ring,
plain base, 2 plate rims
10 1003 factsl 1 |35 r As in 1002 bowl [counted in 1002 as profile there]
10 1003 pearl 3 |28 prof Blue shell edge profile, 2 other small frags
10 1008 med- early ggl1 |29
10 1008 bigre 1 |2 Not sure about this glaze looks a bit like Cistercian ware
but int is ungl.
10 1010 |tge 1 1 Blue on blue
10 1010 Igresl 1 |25 r Joins rim in 1002
10 1010 cream 2 |13 r Plate rim
10 1013 gresl 3 |37 r Horiz rim on globular vessel, lighter red than much ‘Igre
10 1013 gresl dec 1 |1 r Sl everted rim small vess with slip blob-isb ?bowl rathern
than mug
10 1013 Igresl 4 |35 b Prob all mottled, rindpase
10 1014 med - oX 1 |57 r As in 1002
10 1014 gresl 1 |5 Brown line on yellow
10 1022 med - bam 1 |4 ‘Bamburgh’ type
type
10 1022 med- grey 1 |1
sandy?
10 1022 med-sandy |1 |4
coarse
10 1022 med-wwgl |1 |1 Coarse white fabric, yellowish gl
11 1101 wgle tp 2 |2 h V small handle ?tea cup
11 1102 tge 3 |7 A few remaining traces of pale blue
11 1102  |wsglst 1 |14 b Plate/dish
11 1102 |blgre 2 |17
11 1102 |gre 1 |4 Has thin swirl of white slip int but sherd too small to tell
this could be agat ware.
11 1102 gresl dec 2 |19 r Expanded rim with slip band on top edge and on body,
other sherd has slip lines possibly combed
11 1102 Igresl 2 |16
11 1102 cream 3 |32 r Rim looks as if could be part of a jug spout.
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Trench| Context Fabric shs| wgt |form_sh GComment

11 1102 factsl 1 1 r Blue and brow bands, sl everted simple rim.

11 1102 pearl 2 |10 2r Blue edged rimsnot sv

11 1102 lustre 1 |3 Part of a ?handle with thin pink lustre

11 1102 porcelain 1 |3 Pale blue grey fabric, light red ?painting with overglaze
gilding

11 1102 wgle 3 19 Not sue about these glaze seems slightly bluish
?pearlware

12 1201 med- rgg 1 |5

12 1201 util 1 |32 Ridged jam jar

12 1203 med - 1 |17 h Very battered looking fragment, smallish strap handle.

Sandy dark grey fabric with pale margins and light oran
brown surface coloration where not worn away. Could b
an early green gl type.

12 1203 med - buff 1 |6 A sandy fabric, some traces of glaze

12 1203 med tiron 1 |42 Thickwalled dark grey with red brown ext. Some quartz
rich coarse inclusions but not frequen

12 1203 bigre 1 |11 b Club base

12 1203  |wgle? 2 |14 b Burnt/discoloured to vitrificatiors or may be a stone china

12 1210 gresl dec 1 |5 Thin walled ves with area of slip itioo small to interpret

if pattern/zone/blob

total 1451|1799
Table6. Pottery descriptions.

6.5 Ceramic Building Material
JohnNolan

6.5.1 The assemblage comprised thiggven pieces of ceramic building material and
two pieces of mortar. All came from three trenches (10, 11 12) dug as part of a
community excaation at Cresswell Tower, Cresswell, Northumberland (site code
CW17).

6.5.2 Much of the material was not intrinsically closely datable, but all appeared to
span the late 18 to 20" centuries.

6.5.3 Of the ceramic building material, the largest quantity (29) waeeg@s of pantile
or probable pantile. There were two pieces of common brick, one of firebrick, one
fragment of chimney pot, and at least one floor tile.

6.5.4 The material was examined, measurable dimensions taken where appropriate,
and described. This data wastered into an Excel spreadsheet catalogue by context
and trench number. The context numbers in this report are given in square brackets.

Pantile

6.5.5 All fragments were in an red or oranged fabric, and ranged between 13

15mm in thickness. Outer surfaces @ <u}}3ZoC ZA]% [U v 3Z pv (E-]
rough from sand used as a separator in the moulding process. Some werg/lelead

externally, the underbody giving the glaze a dark brown appearance. One from [1002]

had a nib moulded on the underside for hamgonto a lath. Traces of white lime

mortar from bedding or torching were noted on some fragments. The earliest
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appearance of pantiles archaeologically in the nestist region is in the second half of
the 16" century (Harbottle and Ellison) but the Csell finds are not in themselves
closely datable.

Brick.

6.5.6 There were no complete bricks. The two fragments of common brick from

[1002] and [1010] were both hanchoulded. The fabrics were muthark red and the

fragment from [1010] contained large sandstanelusions. That from [1002] had a

pale whitishyellow wash on some of its faces, a feature frequently seen on bricks of

the later 18" and first half of the 18 century. The upper bedding (stretcher) faces

were ‘wiped', and on one the lower showed trace}( +Z 00}A Z }u [ (E}PX Kv
coarse lime mortar adhering to the stretcher bedding faces.

6.5.7 A fragment of firebrick from [1203] was pres®ulded. It had heavily vitrified
residues on the upper, side and end faces, indicating contact with a source of
considerable heat, possibly as part of a lining to a boiler or flue.

6.5.8 The only measurable dimensions which could be obtained for the common brick
fragments suggest a late $®r more probably early T®century date. They may be
products of local brick ahtile works. The firebrick is likely to date from the second half
of the 19" century or later.

Floor tile

6.5.9 One complete square red quarry tile came from context [1203]. This was-press

ulpo U A]8Z 8Z ul E[* u EI : v Zh KE heer@deo] ( }v $Z
The surface was plain and smoothed from wear, and the bedding face and edges

«Z}A SE <+ }(Uu}ES EX dZ]* A e % E} S I EZ (JEU I( :
Trefynant Works at Ruabon, North Wales, which produced teotta and earthenware
tilesbetweenc.i66i v idf6 ~'} vU i6dieX A E [ 8]0 ¢ %% E
wide distribution, examples having been reported in Scotland
(www.scottishbrickhistory.co.uk).

(N¢

6.5.10 A small fragment of what appears to be another floor tile (or possibly wed)tile
came from context [1002], this was in a yellow fabric with a highly polished surface
upper surface speckled with fine red sandy and micaceous inclusions. There was white
mortar on the bedding face.

6.5.11 The Ruabon tile is clearly of late™920™ centurydate. The presumed floortile
fragment was probably of a similar date.

Chimneypot

6.5.12 One identifiable fragment of chimney pot came from context [1002]. This had a
bold basal flange and was heavily sooted internally. Its appearance suggests d'late 19
or 20" century date.

Mortar

6.5.13 One piece of mortar from [1203] was a hard, goejyoured, Portland cement

from within the frog of a late, pressioulded, brick impressed with the manufacturer's

]v]S] o0¢X dZ @& ¢pOS]VvP Z ¢3[ %% EPXSHIVe0olt V¥ ((d & IES
}Jv(] v30C ] v8](C 8Z E]lul E v «}uE U SZMHPZ 5A} %o
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Axwell Park Colliery, 19006 i 6 U } (E- Bearp¥rK Colliery Brickworks, 1888973
(Davidson 133; 197).

6.5.14 Another mortar fragment with trees of external white paint from [1001]
appeared to be part of a rim, perhaps from a cast cement garden ornament or plant
holder.

Discussion.

6.5.15 The pantile which made up the bulk of this group of material could well derive
from the the house which was buiinto the north side of the tower in the #B8century
and which was demolished in the early™@entury. There is clearly some later,
possibly even early 30century, material present which may perhaps be the result of
informal rubbish dumping.

6.5.16 Perhaps tle most noteworthy item in the assemblage is the Ruabon tile, which
is of interest as as example of the wide distribution of this North Wales manufacturer's
products.

Archiving (Retention/disposal).

6.5.17 It is recommended that the complete Ruabon floor tile skidoe retained, as
also the possible floor tile fragment and cement 'cast' from the frog of a stamped brick,
in case either can be more firmly identified.

6.5.18 It is considered that none of the other fragments have significant potential for
further analysis, dser dating, or provenancing. Unless usable for teaching or display,
these could justifiably be discarded.

Trench| Context Type Qty| L W | Th Description Date
mm) [(mm)|(mm)

10 1001 pantile 1 |0 0 0 unglazed, spalled outer 18-19C
surface of edge

10 1001 cemen? 1 |0 0 0 moulded rim? Painted white|19-20C
10 1001 pantile 1 |0 0 13  |brown glazed 1819C
10 1001 pantile 1 |0 0 0 brown glazed edge fragmen|18-19C
10 1001 pantile 1 |0 0 0 flake, inner surface 1819C
10 1001 pantile? 1 |0 0 0 flake 18-19C
10 1001 CBM? 2 |0 0 0 plain, red, sooted 18-19C
10 1002 brick 1 1|0 110 |53 |half, handmoulded, middark|18-19C

red, pale wash side and eng
upper face wiped, mortar on
bedding faces, side, and en

10 1002 pantile 7 |0 0 0 plain orangered, one has nif18-19C
on underside. Soe have
traces of bedding mortar

10 1002 chimneypot |1 |0 0 12 |base flange, sooted internal|19-20C

10 1002 pantile 6 |0 0 15 |brown glazed, some edge |[18-19C
fragments, some with white
lime mortar

10 1002 floortile? 1 |0 0 12  |yellow with fine red Late 19€

sard/mica inclusions, upper|20C

66



Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

Trench| Context Type Qty| L W | Th Description Date
mm) [(mm)|(mm)
face very smooth, mortar on
bedding face
10 1003 pantile 0 0 15 |plain red edge fragment 18-19C
10 1010 brick 0 110 |53 |end fragment, hand Late 18€
moulded, midred, some early 19C
large s/stone inclusions.
Upper face wiped, lower
sanded. Combed frog. Mortg
traces
10 1013 pantile 1 |0 0 0 plain surface flake fragment|18-19C
10 1013 pantile 1 |0 0 0 plain red fragment 18-19C
10 1013 pantile 1 |0 0 13 |plain fragment 18-19C
10 1013 pantile? 1 |0 0 0 plain red fragment 18-19C
10 1014 pantile 1 |0 0 15 |plain fragment with reduced|18-19C
core
11 1101 pantile 1 1|0 0 13  |brown glazed 1819C
11 1102 pantile 1 |0 0 15 |brown glazed fragment 18-19C
11 1102 pantile 1 |0 0 12 |plain edge fragment 18-19C
12 1203 quarrytile 1 |103 (104 |18 |pressmoulded, quarry tile. |late 19CG
Unglazed (or very worn 20C
surface), underside marked
JCE and RUABGN
J.C.Edwards, , Trefynant
Works, Ruadon N. Wales
€.188031958).
12 1203 firebrick 1 |0 0 40 |fragment, white fabric, presgmid 19G20C
moulded, heavily vitfied
upper face and edges
12 1203 cement? 1 |0 0 0 from inside the frog of a brigLate 19€
with relief impression of 20C
letters P C? (possibly APC?
Axwell Park Colliery 1850
1906)
12 1203 pantile 0 0 0 brown glazed surface flake [18-19C
12 1210 pantile 0 0 15 |plain. red 18-19C
total 39

Table7. Ceramic building material catalogue.
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6.6 ClayTobaccadPipe

6.6.1 One length of clay pipe stem and one partial pipe bowl were recovered during
the evaluation at €&sswell. The pipe stem was found within demolition deposit (1002)
while the bowl fragment was found within topsoil (100bpth in Trench 10The stem
has a surviving length 88mm and is 7mm wide at the narrowest end, widening to
9mm at the other. It isnade of whitefired clay and has a bore width of 3mm which
dates it to the early 18 century(CAFG 2012)

6.6.2 The bowl fragment is also made of white ctad has a flabottomed but
angledZ % pn @& [ S n&easuring Smnin length(Figure44). The bowkim had been
trimmed parallel to the angle of the pipe stem ahds a leaf or branch pattern on b

JA E 8Z + ue 3SA v 37 ,apdafibbEd patern covering the rest
the bowl Based on these features this pifgethought to date to thdate 18" century
(CAFG 2012nore specifically 1780820

Figure44. Clay pipe bowl fragmentdale = 1cm graduatiohs

6.7 Glass

6.7.1 Small fagments of glass were recovered from contexts (202), (1001)2j100
(1003), (1013), (1014), (1102), (1201), (1203) and (1210)

6.7.2 The majorityof the glasssthick-walled and a dark green colowlany of the
shards are from the bodies of bottles, probably wine bottles, although there are a few
examples of partial and ocaplete bases. A complete bottle baseasuring 9.3cm in
diameterfrom context (1002jhas a concavut alsoslightly pointed punt and

appears to have come from a squat cylindrical or medium cylindrical bottle dating to
the latter part of the 18' century(Figure45). Also from the same contexs & partial

base from a thickewalled vessel which has more of a rounded concave .pum is

most probably from a tall cylindrical bottle but could have come from an earlier mallet
or transitional mallestyle ofvessethat was common in the early &entury. A

similar example of a bottle base with a concave, rounded punt was found within
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context (1003)This material is likely to originate from the occupation of the Mansion
House.

6.7.3 Most of the glass has a brown or sometimes gold iridescent patina on it as a
result of a chemical reaction between the soil and the glass. Beneath this thin patina,
the glass can be seen to have an iridescent sheen to it as a result of the lead content of
the glass.

Figure45. Glass bottle base shamg the concave, pointed puntdale = 1cm graduatiohs

6.8 Coarse Stone

6.8.1 The large lump of ochre recovered from large pit fill (1d22 maximum
dimensions 00.45 x 0.25 x 0.24m. Itasvery bright red/orange colour that easily
stains the skin red if rubbed. The boulder sud-ovoid shape but is very uneven and
has not been shaped.

6.8.2 The ironstone boulder retrieved from small, stofided pit (1024) has

maximum dimensions of 0.31 x2@. x 0.19m. Patination has turned some of the surface
white while the orange ironstone can be seen showing through in other plabese is

no evidence of the boulder having been cut or worked in any way.
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1. DISCUSSION

7.1 The archaeological evaluatioarcied out at Cresswell was successful in meeting
§Z W&} &pedoljjactives, anthe archaeological discoveriesade on the site
during the two week perioavere greater than had been expectetihrough their
involvement in the project a number ofdal volunteers were taught excavation and
recording skills, and the open day that was held on Sund4yF&®ruary attracted

around D0+ visitors.

7.2  The earliest activity evidenced across the site, but particularly in Trench 9 on the
area of plateau abavthe main lithic scatter identified by the fieldwalking study, was of
Mesolithic date and was evidenced by the spread of chipped flint pieces in Trench 9.

7.3  Previous archaeological excavations carried out orctheest of
Northumberland, such as those Adbwick (Waddington 1997) and Low Hauxley
(Waddingtonand Bonsal2016) as well as excations carried out in Amble by
Greenwell in 189QGreenwell1890)have demonstratedhe tradition of burying people
in coastal locations during thHgeakerand Early Bmze Age priods. While the
discovery of two Early Bronze Age, probably Beaker Period, burial clsenich 4 in
Fisheries Fieldear to the natural springvas unepected their location is not unusual
considering thenumerous other examples of coastast cemeteries in the vicinity (see
Figure 11.12 in Waddingtaand Bonsal2016 284). Furthermore, the Cresswell cists
were located very close to a natural spring. The siting ok&eBeriod cemeteries near
to freshwater estuaries is also a common pattevhich has beenotedin previous
discoveries in the regioWhile the two cists found in Trench 4 at Creswelllonger
containedeither human remains or pottery vessétsat could provide dating evidence
their formistypical of Beaker Period cistie addition to this, thestratigraphic position
of the cistssetwithin a palaeosadbelowthe substantial sandune depositwhichitself
lies below the current thick topsoil indicates the substantial age of these features. If the
sand dune material is theame as that noted elsewhere along Druridge Bay then the
deposition of this sand is likely to date to the earfynillennium cal BC

7.4  The lack of human remaimgthin the cistscan beattributed to the acidity of

the soilandthe poor preservation coditions, however itis suggesteddue to the small
size of the cistghat they are most likely tdhavecontainedcrouched child

inhumations as was the case at Howick (Wadding&bral. 2006. There was no surface
evidence of the cists and they did ndtasv up on the resulf of the geophysical survey
(Durkin 2017)due to their depth of burial, antherefore their discovery wartuitous
and would indicate that more cists exist beyond the limits of the excavated trench.

7.5 Located immediately to the st of Cist 2in Trench 4 was a linear ditch
spanning the width of the trench. Thiltch producedtwo unusualpottery sherds from
the same vessel, together with some undiagnostic chippeddhattwo shells. Ithad
truncatedCist 2 slightlydislodging tle southeast slab from its original position. It is
possible that the cists were robbed aify artefacts such aseBkerswhen the linear

ditch was dugsomeime after the cists had beeoonstructed The purpose of this ditch
is unknown however it coulgossiblybe part of a much larger agricultural field system,
or evenpart of alater settlement
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7.6  Potentiallyprehistoric h date was the small, stoAled pit encountered within
Trench 1(adjacent to the pele towe(l024). Tte fill of the pit producedthippedflint

and an ironstone bouldefThe stone packing within the pit was very deliberate

Jv] 8]vP 8Z § 18 A « 7«3 @owtler @sofiatetgdthpiesor features

were found within the trench due to its limited extertiowever it is posble that
prehistoricactivity took place in the vicinity of the Pele tower as also indicated by other
chips of flint found in other features around the towdrhe flat, elevated location on
which the pele tower was constructed would haween an attractie locationto early
communitiesdue to itcommanding wide views, being freer draining than much of the
surrounding soilThe natural spring within Fisheries Field would have been a source of
fresh water and the coast nearby would have provided abundarfosetas well as the
ready availability of pebble flinfThe large stonélled pit (1022, alsoin Trench 10,

could also possiblige prehistoric in date due to the finds of chipped flints and the large
lump ofred ochrewithin its fill. The association okd ochre with prehistoric burials
possiblydue toits representation of bloodand the appearance of it within the péd

could suggest itontained &burial. No bone was found during excavatiarich may

be due to the acidity of the sothowever thepit was not completely excavated due to
time constraintsA medieval date is also possible, as hinted by the discovery of three
tiny fragments of medieval pottery from the upper part of the pit fill.

7.7  Thehanddug trenches that were excavated in theiwity of the pele tower
establishedhe location of the front walbf the Mansion lduse.Probably the most key
discovery was that of an early, probably medieval, building that survives in part in
Trench 11 and prelates the pele towerTheMansion Houseandstone wall

foundation alsowithin Trench 11was situated on the same alignment as the nerth
east wall of the peléower which confirmed that the Mansionddse had projected
directly from the northwest pele tower elevation, as contemporary illustratsoshow.
Furthermore, the few remaining stones belonging to Btease Zearwall foundation

of the Mansion lduse found in Trench 1@long with the construction cuts that had
been made into the natural yellow clay in Trenches 10 andageprovided
information regarding thewo phases to the Mansion House build as well asekient
of the buildingand how itincorporated thepele tower. he excavations confirmed that
after the western extension was built the Mansionu$e had been wider than the pele
tower, c.24.6m from northeast to southwest,and that it had extended around the
south-western side of the tower, as opposed to only projecting from the nevéstern
elevationas it had in its first phase of buil®ifferential weathering of the stones on
the southwestern pele tower elevation wall and the effect of damghichhas
differentially erodedthe masonryabove demonstratesvhere the roofline of the
mansion house would have extendedwen it wrapped around the pele tower
(Figure32). This two phase build for the Mansion House was not known before and was
another unexpected discovery resulting from the evaluation work.

7.8  Associated with the mansion house was the small square, brick structure, which
has been interpretedspart of a heat system, possibly forailer of some sortand

the stonelined drain both within Trench 10The triangular construction of the drain is
unusualbut well thoughtout as it negated the need for separate capstones. The drain
was narrow andvas therefore probably not intended to carry large amounts of water
such as household waste, but was probably rather intended to carry ground water
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away frombeneath the MansionHouse or more intriguingly could potentially be
medieval anchave been cortsucted to take water away from the pele tower until it
was built over by the Mansion House

7.9  Of unknown date and function are the ditch and stdimeed gully discovered
within Trench 12The cut for thePhase Mansion Husewestwall did not continueas
far the ditchandtherefore it was not possible to ascertain the relationship between
these features and the Mansionodse. The ditch was cut through deposit (12@8)jch
produced ceramic building materiahd pottery sherdsDeposit (1203) hadlso been
truncated by the rear Mansiondtise wall construction cut [1204] which means that
deposit (1203) predates both the Mansion délse and the gully. Is probablethat the
gully was another drainage featurand maybe contemporary with the Mnsion
House

7.10 While the evaluation was very successful in provichag information

regarding the history of Cresswell and the pele toard Mansion Houset has

generated many new question¥he limited scope of an evaluation does a@ways

allow for the fullinvestigation of some features due to the constraints of trench sizes as
well as time limits. For example, it is probable that more Bronze Age cists exist beyond
the extent of what was exposed within Trench 4 and therefore any further excavation
on the sie should aim to establish the extent of the cemetery site. This would also
provide an opportunity to extract some reliable dating evidence. Further excavation in
the vicinity of the tower itself would allow for further investigatiand datingof the

earlier buildingseen in Trench 11, as well as the large pit feature in Trench 10 and the
ditch and gully within Trench 12

7.11 based on the above discussidnsirecommended that the following form
priorities for shaping the archaeological strategy for trevElopment Phase of the
project:

x Further excavation around the cists (Trench 4) to recover dating evidence and to
establish the extent of the remains and also whether there are associated
structural features such as the stotiaed post hole

x Complete excaation of large stondilled pit (1022) in Trench 10 to establish its
form, function and date.

x Extend Trench 11 texpose, delint and date the surviving parts of the building
that pre-dates the pele tower and to understand its function.

x Characterise the pgential wall base identified in submerged Trench 2 and
undertake further evaluation trenching to establish its course and therefore
whether it did form a barmkin for the pele tower.

x Extend Trench 12 around the south side of the pele tower to examine what
might survive there.

x Undertake further fieldwalking to characterise and date prehistoric activity
around Cresswell and its immediate environs.

x Undertake further targeted geophysical survey, such as on the village green, to
characterise and date other archalegical remains around Cresswell and its
immediate environs.
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X Geophysical survey tifie subcircular cropmark in the field to the south of
Golden Sands Holiday ParkGresswell for evidence of late prehistoric
occupation of the Cresswell area.

x Evaluatiortrenching of the sukrircular cropmark in the field to the south of
Golden Sands Holiday Park at Cresswell for evidence of late prehistoric
occupation of the Cresswell area.
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Trench 1

Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland

Context Number

Description/interpretation

Depth Below
Ground Level

101 Dark browngrey, sandyclay with frequent medium sub -
rounded stones: overlies deposit (10Zppsoil

102 Grey siltysand with frequent mortar, brick and sandston 0.23m
fragments: Underlies (101) and overlies deposits (103)
(105),same as deposit (1113) within Trench Made
ground

103 Grey sandy clay: underlies (102) and overlies (194nd 0.63m
deposit between layers of made ground

104 Grey clayey sand with frequent sandstone and brick 0.88m
fragments: underlies (103Made ground of demolition
material

105 Pinkyellow sandstone: Underlies deposit (10Ratural 0.95m
substrate

Trench 2
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below

Ground Level

201 Dark brown sandyoam with occasional small stbunded -
stones: Topsoil

202 Mid greybrown, silty-clay with occasional angular stonesg 0.25m
Overlies deposit (203) and (208)ade ground

203 Yellow, Sandstone fragments: Underlies deposit (202) 3 0.40m
overlies deposit (2004Made Ground located within the
west endof the trench

204 Greyblack, silty sand: Underlies deposit (203) and overl 0.50m
deposit (204)Made ground

205 Darkgrey, clay with medium angular stones: Underlies 0.55m
deposit (204)Made ground

206 Yellow sandstone fragments: Underlie®22: Possible 0.25m
stone structure, trench waterlogged

Trench 3
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below

Ground Level

301 Dark brown, sandjoan with occasional medium sub -
rounded stones: Overlies subsoil (30Rypsoil

302 Mid brown sand: Underlies topsoil (301) and overlies 0.35m
natural substrate (303)5ubsoil

303 Yellowred boulder clay: underlies subsoil (30Ratural 0.70m
substrate

Trench 4
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below

Ground Level

401 Dark brown, sady-loam with occasional smathedium
subrounded stones: overlies stdpil (402)Topsoll

402 Mid brown sand: Underlies topsoil (401) and overlies
buried topsoil (403)Subsoil

403 Dark brown sand with frequent charcoal flecks: Underlig
subsoil (402and overlies buried subsoil (408uried
topsoil

404 Brown-grey sand: Underlies buried topsoil (403), overlie

natural substrate (405), ditch fill (411) and is truncated |
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ditch [416], cists (407), (417) and posthole [4BR\jried
subsoil

405 Yellowclay with pockets of sand: Underlies buried subsa
(404): Natural substrate
406 Rectangular cut: Filled by stone cist (407) and backfill
(409): Truncated buried subsoil (40€ut for stone cist
(407)
407 Stone slabs arranged in a box with a pillstene located
at the base; Fill of cut [406] and filled by deposit (409):
Stone lined cist
408 Rectangular cut: Filled by stone cist (417) and backfill
(413): Truncated buried subsoil (40€@)ut for stone cist
(4017)
409 Dark grey silysand:Fill of gone cist (407)
410 Circular cut: Filled with deposit (4148ost hole, possible g
marker post associated with cists (407) and (417)
411 Dark brown siltysand:Fill of ditch [412]
412 NW-SE linear: Truncated natural (405) and filled by (411
Ditch
413 Dark grey sandill of stone cist (417)
414 Dark grey sand with large sub angular stori&acking
material within posthole [410]
415 Grey siltysand:Fill of ditch [416]
416 NESW linear: Truncating buried subsoil (404) and ston€
cist (417): fled by (415)Ditch
417 Stone slabs arranged in a box with a pillow stone locate
at the base; Fill of cut [408] and filled by deposit (413):
Disturbed by ditch [410]Stone lined cist
Trench 5
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground Level
501 Mid grey, sandyoam with occasional small subunded -
stones: Overlies subsoil (502)opsoil
502 Light brown, silty sand: Underlies topsoil (501) and over 0.32m
buried topsoil (503)Subsail
503 Greybrown, Sandyclay: Underliesuhsoil (503) and 1.2m
overlies natural substrate (504uried topsoil
504 Yellow clayNatural substrate 1.33m
Trench 6
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below

Ground Level

601 Mid brown sandyloam with occasional small subunded -
stones: Overlies natural substrates (902) and (90®)psoil
602 Mid brownred, sandyclay:Natural clay deposit 0.33m
Trench 7
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below

Ground Level

701 Dark brown, sandyoam with occasional sulbunded -
stones: Overlies natural substrate (702) and furrows [70
[706] and [708]Topsoil

702 Redorange bounder clay: truncated by furrows [704], 0.35m
[706] and [708]Natural substrate

703 Mid brown clay marlFill of furrow [704] 0.34m
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704 NW-SE linear :Héd by (703)Furrow 0.34m
705 Mid brown clay marlFill of furrow [706] 0.35m
706 NW-SE linear :Filled by (70%5)urrow 0.35m
707 Mid brown clay marlFill of furrow [708] 0.33m
708 NW-SE linear :Filled by (70PRurrow 0.33m
Trench 8
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground Level
801 Dark brown, sandyoam with occasional smathedium -
subrounded stones overlies natural substrate (802):
Topsoil
802 Redorange bounder clay: truncated by furrows [804] an 0.30m
[806]: Natural substrae
803 Mid brown clay marlFill of furrow [804] 0.31m
804 NW-SE linear :Filled by (80Furrow 0.31m
805 Mid brown clay marlFill of furrow [804] 0.29m
806 NW-SE linear :Filled by (80%)urrow 0.29m
Trench 9
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground Level
901 Mid brown sandyloam with occasional small subunded -
stones: Overlies natural substrates (902) and (908psoil
902 Mid brownred, sandyclay:Natural clay deposit between 0.41m
underlying bedrock (903)
903 Sandstone bedrockNatural substrate 0.41m
Trench 10
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground Level
1001 Dark brown loam with frequent small subunded stones:
Overlies landscape deposit (1002Joodland vegetation
and topsoil
1002 Dark blackbrown, loam and clinker in a smatledium,

sub-angular stone matrix: Underlies topsoil (1001) and
overlies (1003)Landscape deposit

1003 Greybrown, sandyclay: underlies deposit (1002) and is
truncated by brick drains (1004), (1011) andngarain
(1006): Overlies pit [1021Former subsoil deposit

1004 Square brick built structure bonded with lime mortar:
Truncates deposit (1003) and underlies deposit (1002):
Brick built drain

1005 Brick built structure with no bonding: Within cut [10]L
and overlain by deposit (100Brick build drain
1006 Stone built structure: Fill of construction cut [1009] and

filled by deposit (1010): Overlain by (1003jone built
drain with brick repairing

1007 Orange clay: truncated by features (10040)11), (1009),
[1021] and [1025], Overlain by deposits (1002), (1014) g
(1008):Natural substrate
1008 Dark brown clay with crushed mortar and occasional st
inclusions: Overlies deposit (1014) and large pit [1025]
truncated by wall constructionut [1017]:Levelling
deposit

1009 EW linear truncating deposit (1003): Contained stones
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(1006) and fill (1010 onstruction cut for stone drain

(1006)
1010 Dark brown silty sand with occasional CMB fragmefrits:
within drain (1006)
1011 Cut for lbrick structure [1005]Cut for brick built drain
1012 NW-SE linear truncating deposits (1008), (1014), (1018

and (1022) and natural substrate (1007): Same as [101
and [1020]: Filled with (1015) and (100€2pnstruction cut
for mansion house extension

1013 Light crearbrown mortar: overlies deposit (1002) and
underlies topsoil (1001Crushed mortar deposit
presumably the result of the demolition of the mansion

house

1014 Mid brown clay, Overlies natural substrate (1007) and p
deposits (1018) an(lL022):Redeposited natural

1015 Stone built structure: within construction cut [1017] and

overlain by deposit (1002Fragmented remains of the
stone wall foundation of the mansion house extension
1016 VOID

1017 NWSE linear truncating deposits (%), (1014), (1018)
and (1022) and natural substrate (1007): Same as [101
and [1020]: Filled with (1015) and (1002pnstruction cut
for mansion house extension

1018 Mid brown, siltysand: overlies stone deposit (102E)tl of
large pit

1019 Stonedeposit abutting wall (1015): Overlies deposit
(1018):Possible wall tumble

1020 NW-SE linear truncating deposits (1008), (1014), (1018

and (1022) and natural substrate (1007): Same as [101
and [1012]: Filled with (1015) and (1002pnstruction cut
for mansion house extension

1021 Circular pit: Filled by (1024): Truncates natural (1007):
Small pit
1022 Large stone deposit including a large fragment or red

ochre: Overlain by fill (1018peliberate backfill within
large pit [1025]

1023 NW-SE liear, truncating natural (1007): Filled by (1024);
Construction cut for western elevation (rear) of the
mansion house

1024 Dark brown silty clay: Fill of [1028ack fill within wall
construction cut after the removal of the stone blocks.
1025 Large sb-circular cut: Filled by deposits (1022) and (101

and truncates natural (1007): large circular pit of unknoy
function. It predated the construction of the manor hous¢

extension
Trench 11
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground level
1101 Dark brown loam with frequent small subunded stones:
Overlies landscape deposit (1102Joodland vegetation
and topsoil
1102 Dark blackorown, loam and clinker in a smaiedium,
sub-angular stone matrix: Underlies topsoil (1101) and
overlies (1003)Landscape deposit
1103 Orangebrown, sandyclay with mortar and CBM fragmen
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inclusions: Underlies (1101) and overlies natural substrg
(1112):Clay interface between deposit (1102) and natur
substrate (1112)

1104 NW-SE aligned flagstoridocks: Abutted by cobbled
surface (1105) and overlain by deposit (1102uncated
remains of wall footings predating the Pele Tower

1105 Medium rounded cobbles, truncated by wall foundation
cut [1108], abuts flagstones (1005) and overlies charcog
depaosit (1110):Cobbled floor surface

1106 Sandstone fragments and silty loam mix: Abutting wall
(1207) and within construction cut [1108)all

foundation construction cut backfill

1107 NW-SE sandstone wall: Abutted by construction cut
backfill (1106) an@buts deposit (1109), within
construction cut [1008]Foundation wall of the eastern
elevation of the manor house

1108 NW-SE linear, truncating cobbled surface (005), cobbleg
bedding material (1110) and levelling deposit (1109): Fi
with stone wall £007) and backfill (1006Mansion
foundation wall construction cut

1109 Dark brown siltyoam with sandstone fragments:
Truncated by wall foundation cut [1108] and overlain by
structure (1111) and deposit (1102)evelling deposit
1110 Black charcoaldnderlies cobbled surface (1105) and is
truncated by wall construction cut [1108Fharcoal
bedding deposit for cobbled surface (1105)

1111 Sandstone structure: Overlies (1109) and underlies (11
No binding material evidenPossible external floorig
associated with the mansion house

1112 Yelloworange clayNatural substrate
Trench 12
Context Number Description/interpretation Depth Below
Ground Level
1201 Dark brown loam with frequent small subunded stones:

Overlies landscape deposit (12@8)d fill (1202):
Woodland vegetation and topsoill

1202 Dark blackbrown, loam and clinker in a smatledium,
sub-angular stone matrix: Underlies topsoil (120l
within [1204]

1203 Smalimedium sub angular stones and dark bkuckwn
loam mix withpockets of yellow clay: Overlies natural
substrate (1205) and is truncated by [1204], [1207] and
[1209]: Landscape deposit prior to the construction of th
mansion House extension

1204 NW-SE linear truncating deposit (1203): Filled by (1202
Constructian cut for the mansion house extension

1205 Yelloworange clayNatural substrate

1206 Dark brown, siltjoam with frequent smaimedium, sub
angular stonesFill of [1207]

1207 NESW linear truncating deposit (1203): Filled by (1202)
Ditch of unknown function

1208 NESW stone constructed drain: within cut [120S}one
drain

1209 NESW linear truncating deposit (120&onstruction cut

for stone drain
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1210 Dark brown, siltjoam with occasional small stamgular
stones:Fill of (1208)
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APPENDIX: WRITTENSCHEME ORNVESTIGATION
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Creswell Tower

Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Works

1. Introduction
1.1. Project Background

1.1.1. The Cresswell Toweroject is led by Cresswell Parish Council and the Greater Morpeth
Development Trust. The archaeological works set out withisdocument will be
undertaken as parof a Heritage Lottery Fundqaoject aimed at removing the tower
from the Historic England Heritage at Risk Regastel providing public access as well as
volunteer opportunities and public engagement activitiepag of the project The
project will conserve the tower for future generatiotesenjoy. The programme of
archaeological work includes geophysical survey, fieldwalkiichaeological evaluation
trenching building surveywatching briefandarchival resarch. All aspects of the
archaeologicalvork areto be conducted in collaboration with the local community
allowing for local engagement with the project and the tower, and providing training in
heritage skills.

1.1.2. Qesswell Tower House is a Schkdi Monument (NHLE: 1014509) and a Grade II*
Listed Building (NHLE: 1042)48he tower is centred at NGWZ 29364 93356 (Figuts,
at the south end of DruridgBay. It is currently closed to the public and is included in
,]*8}E] \wMeritagé at Risk Registwith its principal vulnerability being recorded
as vandalism.

1.1.3. Creswell Tower House is thought to date to thd b4 15" century and represents a
well-preserved example afborder tower house} & Z Whe tdwer is unlikely to have
stood in isolationand probably had an associated external hall and other ancillary
structures that have not survived. The tower wastfshown on historic mappingio
EusSE}VP[e u % }( i6086 AZ v ]88 A+ o0 oo0 e« Z & **A 00, 00[X
had an adjoiningnansion house. By 1840 the mansion house had been demolished, but
the tower was retainedag ( SUE ]Jv 8Z oV e % PE}uv « }( v A Z 00X «
carriage ride ran past the tower and a mounting block was built in order to allow visitors
to disemlark and view the old building. In the ®@entury the estate was sold to the
Ashington Coal Company after a decline in fortunes of the BaZkesswell family. The
new hall was demolished in the 1930s, but the tower remained and was used
occasionally foparties and local events. After the Second World War, however, the
tower went into a period of genetalecline (Ryder 2003, 78. Inrecent years the tower
has stood on the edge of a caravan park, closed to visitors, but subject to vandalism.

1.1.4. The towerwas surveyed by Peter Ryder as part of a small conservation program
Hv ES | v Jv 11l ~ZC € 1iiieX ZC &E[* *pEA C }( 83Z 3}A E (}oo
}( o} | e }Jv 8Z PE}uV (0}}E o00}AJVP (}E Jve% 3S]}v }( 82
survey inaides drawn plans, cross sections and elevations of all walls and it provides a
description of the fabric and historical development of the building (Ryder 2003).



1.1.5. The tower was the subject of an archaeological watching brief in 2014 undertaken as
part of preliminary investigations into the structural integrity of the building. This
monitored the removal of a buildp of soil and debris dirst floor level, exposing a flag
stone floor, the date of which could not be established at the time of the watchinefb
(Eadie 2014).

1.1.6. This document is a written scheme of investigatf@/SI)setting outthe required
archaeologicalieldwork to be undertakeras pat of the project

1.2. Aims

1.2.1. Theaimsof the programme of archaeological workse as follows:

X

X

ToinvestigateCresswell Tower within its wider geographical and chronological
setting.

Torecord in detaithe structuralfeaturesand belowgroundremainsassociated

with consolidating the tower and providing public access.

To increase the knowledge and awarenesthefheritage oiCresswelfor a wide
audience, to include schools, young people, volunteers, visitors, and the local
community.

To provide volunteers, school children, young people and members of the public
with participation andrainingopportunities inarchaeological fieldwork and
historical assessment and the chance to contribute to safeguarding an important
heritage landmak of southeast Northumberland. Provision must be made for at
least 50volunteers to participate and receive training in the wodkglined below
together with provision for up ta.00 school children.

1.2.2. Any changes to the agreed WSI will be discussed with, and agreed\withumberland
County Counc{NCChand Historic Englanidefore implementation.



Figure 1Location ofCresswelTower



2. Geophysical Survey

2.1. Coverage

2.1.1. Ageophysical (magnetometer) survisyto be undertaken acrogdke fieldto the east

and southeast ofthe tower and within asmall walled garden to the west of the tower.
This covers an arezf ¢.11.5 ha(highlighted inblue on Figure 2t the end of this
documen). Provision must be included for public participation and showcasing the
technique to volunteers, the public and school groups.

2.2. Selected technique

2.2.1.

The geophysical survey technique selected for tteeisimagnetometry

2.3. Objectives

2.3.1.

2.3.2.

The objective of the detailed gradiometer survey is to identify anomalies of possible
archaeological origin within the survey area (see Figure 2) in order to inform the location
and potential significance of any buried haeology on the site. The survey will be used

to identify targets for archaeological evaluation.

The presentation and interpretation of the results will be carried out in accordance with
the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute for Archaeoloffiss 2014a) and will
follow the English Heritage guidelines (2008&ophysical Survey in Archaeological Field
Evaluationand the Clf/AStandard and Guidance for archaeological geophysical survey
(2014c).The contractor undertaking the survey shouldéeoporate member of the
International Society of Archaeological Prospection (ISAP).

2.4. Methodology

2.4.1.

2.4.2.

2.4.3.

24.4.

2.45.

A survey grid comprising 30m x 30m individual grids will be set up over the selected
survey areas. The survey gniulist be accuratelpositionedandco-registered to the
Ordnance Survey National Grid.

Thegridsare tobe surveyed using a Bartington Grad &dradiometeror superior

model. The Grad 602 has two gradiometer sensors and therefore collects two lines of
data during each traverse. Data are collektte a zigzag fashion within the grid starting

in the northwest corner, facing east. Readings are taken every 0.25m on traverses 1m
apart. This equates to 3600 readings in a complete 30mx30m grid. Sensor balance will be
checked and adjusted at regular énvals.

All staff employed on the geophysical survey will be suitably qualified and experienced
for their respective project roles and have practical experience of geophysical survey.

All staff will be made aware of the archaeological potential of treaand will be fully
briefed onthe work required by this WSI.

Provision must be made to demonstrate the technique to volunteers, allow them to



have a go at undertaking traverse surveys, as well as to ensure the areas are fully
professionally surveyedrévision also needs to be made to demonstrate data
processing and the use of the software to produce images.

2.5. Data Processing, Interpretation and Report

2.5.1. Data processing will be undertaken hy experiencedyeophysicist usinGeoscan
Geoplot V3Anomalieswill be digitised and geceferenced. Thewre tobe colour coded
to provide the most likely interpretation. Anomalies will be numbered and catalogued as
systematic groups or individual anomalies as appropriate. The report will include a
graphical and tetwal account of the techniques undertaken, the data obtained and an
archaeological interpretation of that data and conclusions about any likely archaeology.
The report will describe the work undertaken and the results obtained. It will (as a
minimum) inclae the following.

x A Nontechnical summary

Introduction

Geological and topographical setting

Methodology

Discussion of archaeological and historical background
Discussion on the results of the survey

Conclusions and recommendations

Sources

Copy of brief

Figure showing location of the site

Figure showing location of survey grids and referencing
Figure showing processed data

Figure showing trace plots of processed data

Figure showing abstraction and interpretation of anomalies.

X X X X X X X X X X X X X

3. Fieldwalking
3.1. Introduction

3.1.1. The fieldto the east and soutleast of Cresswell Towlasrecently been brought under
crop. When the field is freshly ploughadd has had some time to weather dowrwill
be suitable for fieldwalkinglt is to be fieldwalkedsing the methodology outlirge
below. This covers an area ofL1.4 ha (highlighted in orange on Figure 3).

3.2. Methodology

3.2.1. Fieldwalking undertaken at clospaced intervals of 2walkingtransects provides a
¢.100% surface coverage assuming each person observes the ground 1m dihafr si
their transect and that the field in question is walked when there is bare soil or limited
sprouting cropThe feldis tobe linewalked at 2m intervals following the detailed
methodology set oubelow as detailedn Passmore and Waddington (2009).



3.2.2. All walkers will be asked to keep to this range of visibility to ensure consistency
throughout the survey. Every find spot will be peraterenced with a total statioor
surveygrade GP8nd the field boundaries surveyed so thhe field plancan be elated
to the Ordnance Survey grid.

3.2.3. Each find will be marked by a cane inserted into the ground and the find inserted into a
plastic bag for ease of cataloguing and identification.

3.2.4. Thefield will be mapped according to slope unit (morphometric mappswgbhat each
find spot can be ascribed to the type of slope on which it was found. The slope unit
categories will be based on those devised for fieldwalking projects elsewhere in England
(Waddington 1999, 48), which were abstracted from standard slopedyg identified by
Butzer (1982, 58).

3.2.5. Slope type will be recorded as this has important implications for the interpretation of
surface artefact distributions as geomorphic processes operating on different slope units
will affect artefact distribution andetrieval in different ways (Waddington 1999,-8%).
These processes need to be taken into account before meaningful inferences can be
made.

3.2.6. A catalogue of all finds mubg produced noting type, date, measurements and material
etc. for the various findsA reportis tobe produced containingnaccurate field plot
showing slope units andumberedfindspots of different types of material as well as text
descriptions of each field, together with discussion.

3.3. Report

3.3.1. Areportwill be producedietailing theresults of the fieldwalking The report will
describe the work undertaken and the results obtained. It will (as a minimum) include
the following.

A Nontechnical summary

Introduction

Archaeological and Historical Background

Methodology

Discussion on theesults of the survey including specialist analyses.
Conclusions and recommendations

Figure showing location of the site

Figure showing location of the fieldwalking finds.

Colour photographs of selected artefacts.

X X X X X X X X X

4. ArchaeologicaEvaluation
4.1. Objectives

4.1.1. Theaim of the archaeologica¢valuationexcavatiorwork is to identify and assess
archaeological featureis the vicinity of Cresswell Towean order to inform on:



X the presencecondition of preservatiornd potential significance of buried
archaeology onlte sie

x delimit the extent of buried archaeological remains across the site

x determinethe nature and date of any aralological features encountered

X provide information on the form, function and development of the site over time
including site phasing

x identify whether any further archaeological work is required and whether any of the
planned works on the site for visitor access and conservation have the potential to
impact on any buried remains and what the best management responses are to
mitigate any suclmpacts

4.1.2. This will allow for the development of a broad understanding of the historyesite
152 (JE v (8 €& 5Z S3}A E[+ }ve3Ep 3]}vX dZ o} 38]}v }( 8z
will be, in part, determined by the results of the geophysical suarel/fieldwalking
exercises. Further evaluation trenches will be placed in the immediate vicinity of the
tower in order to investigate the potential for the survival of remains associated with the
S}JA E[* 0}*5 }vS U%}E EC plo ]valbuilt ontditomortrsilEg o § E Z

4.2. Methodology

4.2.1. Once the results of the geophysical survey and fieldwalking have been compiled, a
targeted programme of archaeological evaluation trenching will be recommended and a
trench location plan agreed witRCCand Hisbric England. It is likely that this will
involve the excavation dhree 20mx2m trenchesnd two 10mx2m trenches positioned
within the field to the east and soutbast of the tower house, as well as in the vicinity of
the tower house and within the walleghrden to the westProvision should be made for
the excavation oR00m? of evaluation trenches together with provision for the inclusion
of volunteerstogetherwith school groups during the course of this work.

4.2.2. All archaeological wonkustcomply with:
X Regional statement of good practice for archaeology in the development process,
Yorkshire, the Humber & the north edStYAS 201available for download from
the SYAS website).
x The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (C{fajle of Condu¢2014a) and
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field EvaluéfiiA2014b).
X Relevant English Heritage best practice guidance documents (see below).

4.2.3. Any changes to the agre&tiSiwill be discussed with, and agreed NG Chefore
implementation.

4.2.4. All turf, topsoil and backfilled spaill be carefullyremoved bymachineand turfs
carefully stacked on plastic sheets with turf laid on to turf and soil laid on to soil to
preventdegradation of the turf. Once thigenches havebeen cleaned, features will be
examned by sectioning as appropriate.

4.2.5. Excavation of archaeological features will be undertaken as far as is required to



characterise them, identify sequence and, where possible, to establish their date.

4.2.6. All archaeological features and deposits will be gatad by hand using trowels and
small tools unless unusually large feature fills, such as large ditch deposits, occur when in
such instances larger hand tools may be used. All archaeological deposits and features
will be recorded with an above ordnance dat (AOD) level.

4.2.7. The site will be accurately tied into the National Grid and located on a 1:2500 or 1:1250
map of the areaThe site archive will include plans and section$:80; 1:20 or 1:10 as
appropriate with long sections of each trench and sectiand profiles of each feature
a photographic record, and full stratigraphic records on recording forms/context sheets.
Each context will be recorded on pforma records which will include the following:
character and contextual relationships; detailedsdeption (dimensions and shape; sail
components, colour, texture and consistency); associated finds; interpretation and
phasing as well as cressferences to the drawn, photographic and finds registers. Each
context will be recorded on an individual redo

4.2.8. A photographic record will be maintained including photographs of all significant
features and overall photographs of each area or trench. All images vidkba in black
and white printand colourdigital format, and will contain a graduated phgt@aphic
scale. The main photographic archive will comprise 35mm3LR gnt film,
supplemented byigital SLR (minimum 7 megapixels).

4.2.9. All stratified finds will be collected by context or, where appropriate, individually
recorded in 3 dimensiongall finds and pottery will be retained other than material
which is19" century or later

4.2.10.Any deposits relating to funerary/ritual activities, such as burials and cremation deposits,
will be left in situ, where feasible. However, should it be deemed necetsagynove
any such human remains, this will be undertaken in line with best practice (English
Heritage 2004a; English Heritage and The Church of England 2005; APABE/English
Heritage 2013; Brickley and McKinley 2004). Domestic/industrial activity (suchllas w
postholes, floors, hearths) will be sufficiently excavated to understand their form and
function and to recover potential dating evidence and artefact and ecofact assemblages.
Typically this will be a minimum of 20% of all linear features;dwdfons of discrete
features (e.g. post holes) and 100% of hearths or artafabtpits which have high
potential for recovery of artefacts and ecofacts.

4.2.11.Area deposits such as buried soils, or middens, will be hand excavated at a minimum
10%. Subsequent exeation by machine will be considered.

4.2.12 Historic Englanfle ~ ] v A] #He®ofth@Eastwill be provided with advance
notice of the commencement of the fieldwork and afforded the opportunity to visit the
site once the fieldwork is underway. Fdl securely stratified deposits not contaminated
by highlevels of residual material anglevant to the aims of the sampling strategy; 40
60 litres of sample will be taken, or 100% of the sample if smaller. This material will be
floated and passed through @gluated sieves, the smallest being @31 mesh. Should
other types of environmental deposits be encountered appropriate specialist advice will



be sought and an appropriate sampling strategy devised. Samples will be assessed by a
suitable specialist with wvision for further analysis as required. All environmental
sampling will be undertaken in lingith Environmental Archaeology a guide to the

theory and practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to-gustvation(English
Heritage 2011).

4.2.13.Each evalation trench will be scanned with a metal detector to assist in identifying any

metal objects. All spoil heaps material will also be scanned.

4.3. Finds Processing and Storage

4.3.1.

4.3.2.

4.3.3.

4.3.4.

4.3.5.

4.3.6.

4.3.7.

All finds processing, conservation work and storage of finds will be carried out in
compliance with the Clf&tandard and Guidance for the collection, documentation,
conservation and research of archaeological matef204d.4l) and those set out by UKIC
(1990).

Artefact collection and discard policies will be appropriate for the deffipgrpose.

Bulk finds which are not discarded will be washed and, with the exception of animal
bone, marked. Marking and labelling will be indelible and irremovable by abrasion. Bulk
finds will be appropriately bagged, boxed and recorded. This procddsevgérried out

no later than two months after the end of the excavation.

All small finds will be recorded as individual items and appropriately packaged (e.g.
lithics in seHsealing plastic bags and ceramic in doi tissue paper). Vulnerable
objeds will be specially packaged and textile, painted glass and coins stored in
appropriate specialist systems. This process will be carried out within two days of the
small find being excavated.

Metal finds will be sampled, processed and analysed inwitie Centre for Archaeology
Guidelines: Archaeometallur@ignglish Heritage 2001), alidelines on the-X

radiography of archaeological metalwofknglish Heritage 2006a). Any waterlogged
artefacts or ecofacts will be sampled, processed and analysed V&iterlogged Wood:
Guidelines on the Recording, Sampling, Conservation and Curation of Waterlogged Wood
(English Heritage 2010) aidaterlogged Organic Artefacts. Guidance on their Recovery,
Analysis and ConservatigBnglish Heritage 2012).

Artefacts, eofacts and deposits suitable for dating purposes will be identified and
obtained in line withDendrochronology: Guidelines on producing and interpreting
dendrochronological datggEnglish Heritage 1998)rchaeomagnetic DatingGuidelines
on producing ad interpreting archaeomagnetic datégnglish Heritage 2006b), and
Luminescence Dating: Guidelines on using luminescence dating in archd&wigligh
Heritage 2008b).

Any surface finds will be collected, recorded and processed in lineQuittPortable

Past: a statement of English Heritage policy and good practice for portable
antiquities/surface collected material in the context of field archaeology and survey
programmes (including the use of metal detectqEs)glish Heritage 2014) and any finds



deeme S} }veS]Sus ZSE -pE [ pv Traassrg (Designhatior})(O2r
2002will be dealt with in line witiThe Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practoegland and
Wales (DCMS 200#ny metalwork recovered by the excavation will be analysed and
reported on by a relevant specialist. The metalwork recovered from the original
excavation has now been analysed and reported on and this will be integrated with any
further analysis resulting from this excavation and included in the site report.

4.3.8. During and akr the excavation all objects will be stored in appropriate materials and
storage conditions to ensure minimal deterioration and loss of information (including
controlled storage, correct packaging, and regular monitoring, immediate selection for
conservaion of vulnerable material). All storage will have appropriate security provision.

4.3.9. All retained artefacts and ecofacts will be cleaned and packaged in accordance with the
requirements of the recipient museum.

4.3.10.A risk assessment will be undertaken befoopenecnencement of the work and health and
safety regulations will be adhered to at all times.

4.3.11.A site information board will be mounted in an accessible position for visitors to the
excavatiorand regular site tours will be given. An open day will also e thering the

excavation.
4.4, Report
4.4.1. Following completion of thexcavationthe contractorwill produce a report which will
include
X A nontechnical summary.
X  Introduction and objectives of thexeavation
X  Methodology of the &cavation
X An objective summarstatement of results.
X A phased stratigraphic discussion of the archaeological features.
X An interpretive discussion of the results, placing them in a local and regional

framework and an assessment of the importance of the remains.

X Appropriate supportingliistrations, including a site plan, trench and section plans,
feature sections and plans and a phased site plan.

X A site location plan at 1:2500 or 1:10000 as appropriate and a phased interpretation
of the site as appropriate.

X The results odn assessmertdf artefacts ecofactsand industrial residuesarried out
by suitable specialistsvho will be furnished with relevant contextual and
stratigraphic information

x  If sufficiently significant remains are recovered then an analysis of the above based

upon the specialist assessment recommendations.

A detailed context index and supporting data in tabulated form or in appendices.

An index to and the proposed location of the archive.

References.

A copy of thebrief and OASIS form

X X X X

10



4.4.2.

4.4.3.

4.4.4,

X Photographs of work in progress the site.
Within the report:

x All plans will be clearly related to the national grid.
x All'levels will be quoted relative to ordnance datum.

Copies of the final report will be submitted MCCas a paper copy and a digital copy on
CD or DVD.

Addiional project dissemination will be undertaken as required by the significance of
the archaeological finds and deposits encountered. Additional dissemination may
include: an article foArchaeology imNorthumberland, talks at local archaeology days or
conferences more formal dissemination such as a journal article.

4.5. Archive Deposition

4.5.1.

4.5.2.

4.5.3.

454,

4.5.5.

A digital, paper and artefagal archivewhichwill consistof all primary written
documents, plans, sectionghotographs and electronic dataill be submitted to

archive Advice on the retention and discard of finds and samples will have been
provided by specialists during the assessment and/or analysis phases and this
information will be discussed with the museum when preparing the site archive.
Arrangements for the degmition of the finds and site archive will be made witte

Great North Museum and Woodhorn Archivesadvance of commencement of
fieldwork Following agreement with the client, details of archiving arrangements will be
incomorated into the project desigrhe digital archive will be prepared in line with
current best practice outlined in Archaeology Data Service /Digital Antiquity Guides to
Good Practice (ADS/Digital Antiquity 2011) and a copy will be deposited with the
Archaeology Data Service at the trisity of York.

The contractomwill either arrange for copyright on the deposited material to be assigned
to the archive, or will licence the archiveuse the material, in perpetuity.hls licence

will allow the archive to reproduce material, includifor use by third parties, with the
copyright owner suitably acknowledged.

All artefacts and associated material will be cleaned, recorded, properly stored and
deposited in the archive (see above), in line witlthaeological Archives: A guide to best
practice in creation, compilation, transfer and curat{@&rown 2007), an&tandard and
Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological
archivegCIfA 2014).

A full set of annotated, illustrative pictures of the site, exat#on, features, layers and
selected artefacts will be supplied to the HER and deposited with the archive as digital
images on a CD ROM that will be attached with the report.

NCGwill be notified on completion of fieldwork, with a timetable for repogiand
archive deposition.

11



4.5.6.

4.5.7.

4.5.8.

Written confirmation of the archive transfer arrangements, including a date (confirmed
or projected) for the transfer, will be included as part of the final report.

An OASIS online recqhttp://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasigwill beinitiated for the

project. Key fieldswill be completed on Details, Location and Creators forms. All parts of
the OASIS online form will be completed for submission to the HER. This will include an
uploaded .pdf version of the entire report (a paper copy will also be included within the
archive).

NCGwill be notified of the final deposition of the archive.

5. BuildingSurvey

5.1. Objectives

51.1.

The objective of the building survey is to record the towemimdern technological
surveyingstandards in order to facilitate its consolidation and future management and
§} % E} U ME § PE % Z] sinfgr@Eetatton.] This ghaaq &f Werk will
also provide a record of the fleggone surfaces on thergund and first floors of the
building which arelue to be lifted and reset This meets a recommendatidmom the
2014 watching brief report (Eadie 20118).

5.2. Methodology

5.2.1.

5.2.2.

5.2.3.

5.2.4.

Detailed photographwf the internal andexternal elevations of the towdor
photogrammetric purposewill be carried out using digital SLR camera mounted on a
pneumaticextendable mast with a height of 10m.

Overlapping photographshich overlap by at least 5084ll be takenwith the camera
positioned at a set distance from the ghtion and aligned parallel to the building
facade, such that the photographs can be rectified using PhoToPlan software or
equivalent to minimise camera distortion.

The rectified photographs will be scaled using targets placed on the elevation and
surveyed using alotal Station. At least four targets will placed within each photograph

* % (E S$Z u $Z} }o}PC ¢ S }usS ]Jv ,]*S}E] vVvPo v [*» Pu] v
techniques for historic buildings (English Heritage 2003).

The scaled, rectified photogrhp willform the basis for the production of accurate scale
drawings using AutoCAD software, or equivalditese will be used for structural
analysis of the buildings well as to aid with the production of site interpretation
artworksand for assistingpng term management of the building by the availability of
accurate digital elevations and plans

6. Watching Brief

6.1. Objectives

12



6.1.1 The objective of the watching brief is to identify any archaeological features present and
to define theirform, function and datein relation to the findings from the earlier phases
of archaeological works outlined in the previous sections.

6.2. Methodology

6.2.1 The watching brief will be undertaken during the lifting of the floor surfaces on the
ground and first floor lesls of the tower, as well as during groundworks associated with
the installationof electrical cables and other infrastructure.

6.2.2 The watching brief will be undertaken after the building survey when a full record of the
existing floor surfacekas eenproduced.

6.2.3 The floor surfaces will be lifted by hand and the resultant surface will be cleaned and
Jvedo & A]S8Z 8Z % ES] po & Ju }( E }A E]JvP § o A]
construction and/or the laying of the floor surfaces.

6.2.4. The excavation of service trenches will be undertaken uaingechanical excavator
fitted with a toothless ditching buckell excavations will be carried ourder
archaeological supervision.

6.2.5. The watching brief will be undertaken bhysuitably qulified archaeologistvho will be
fully appraised of the archaeological potential of the site. The archaeologist will be given
the opportunity to stop site work within a given area in order to investigate potential
archaeological features and be allocatatkbguate time to allow for the recording of any
such features.

6.2.6 The watching brief will be undertaken in accordance with the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologist€ode of Condu¢R014a) andStandards and Guidelines for Archaeological
Watching Brie$ (20141).

6.2.7 Where archaeological features and/or deposits are identified during the watching brief,
then the features will be investigated by hand to allow their form, character, date,
phasing and degree of survival to be ascertained. An accurategblthe excavated
areas will be maintained, features noted and sectlines recorded to Ordnanceafuim.
Should archaeological features be present then the locations and height AOD of the
features will be accurately fixed, surveying in either the plagriaselines or the
features themselves.

6.2.8 A photographic record will be maintained including photographs of all significant
features and general workinghages All images will be taken in black and white print
and colour digital format, and will ctein a graduated photographic scale. The main
photographic archive will comprise 35mm b/w SLR print film, supplemented by digital
images(minimum 7 megapixels).

6.2.9. Provision must be made for obtaining totwo radiocarbon dates.

13
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6.210. All excavatin, postexcavation processinggporting,and archivingvill be carried outin
accordancewith relevant guidance andill follow the methodology outlined for
archaeological ealuation inSectior4 of this document.

7. Archival Research
7.1. Objectives

7.1.1. Archivd research into the history of the tower and the surrounding area will enhance
the interpretation of features identified through the various archaeological methods
employed, as well as providing potential targets for further research and investigation
during the Delivery Phase. This will also feed into the public dissemination of the results
of the project in the form of a guide book and interpretation panels within the tower.

7.2. Methodology

7.2.1. Archival research will bled by thecontractor andwill include ontributionsundertaken
by volunteersco-ordinated and trained by theontractor. The work will be carried out in

accordance with the guidance of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (Cl4§)201
and will include the following:

X Geotechnical dataf(available)

Cartographic Sources

x Photographic sources including aerial photograf¥sIR, HER and other collections as
appropriate)and provision to be made for training of volunteers specifically in aerial
photograph analysis and transcription

X Historicaldocumentsheld at local and national archives, as well as those held in any

relevant private archives identified during the course of the investigation

Records and indexes

Archaeological, historical or industrial journals, books or documents

HER coverinthe area of the farm and its immediate environs.

NRHE and NHI&cords covering the area of thewer and its immediate environs.

x

X X X X

7.2.2. The results of the archival research will be used to place the tower within its wider
geographicalhistoricaland chronologial context.

8. Volunteer Involvement and Outreach

8.1.1. One of the principle aims of the projecttis provide volunteers, school children, young
people and members of the public with training and experience in recording and looking
after historic and archaeofgical remainsThe project willrequirethe professional
archaeological contractor tprovide training in archaeological techniquégolunteers
will be involved in all elements of the project outlthabove Training in archaeological
excavation and recordg techniques will be providedlongsideparticipation
opportunities to assist witlspecialist survey agpment such as the gradiometethe
total stationand high level photographyProvision by the archaeological contractor must
also be made for therainingvolunteersin the archaeological analysis of standing

14



buildings and irindsidentificationand toparticipate inpost-excavation processes such
asfinds processing and archiving, as well as the production of digital iepaoait
illustrations. Traimg mustalso be provided in research techniques and introductions to
common archival resources.

8.1.2. The appointed contractor must undertake a programnfievalks, talks and
presentations opelito the public, key stakeholders, and specialist groups. Thisldeu
a rolling programme that takes place throughout the duration of the project.

8.1.3. Provision musalsobe madeto facilitate site visits from schools, local groups, and
specialist audiencesuch as The Castle Studies Group and the Society of Antiqagries
Newcastle upon Tyne

8.1.4. Aone-dayguidedstudy tourof the site and relevantomparandasites in the local area
will be providedby the archaeological contractéor members othe Castle Studies
Group.

9. Publication

9.1.1. The results of all phases of the aaelwlogical works and research will be collated into an
academic publication, taking the form of a short book. This will have a print run of 200
copies in softback for distribution and sale.

9.1.2 The book will be professionally typeset, copy edited, referémtbexed and proofed.

10. Monitoring Arrangements

10.1.1.The contractomwill liaise withNorthumberland County Council and Historic England
regular intervals throughout the course of the work so that appropriate monitoring visits
can be arranged

11. Project managemat

11.1.1.The contractor diecting the work on behalf dfhe Parish Council and the Greater
Morpeth Development Trustill be a Registered Organisation with the Chartered
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA). Registered Organisations are continuously assessed to
ensure that the highest standards of work are carried out, in line withbde of
Conducbf the CIfA (2014a¥siven that the site in question is both a Scheduled
Monument and Listed Building this is deemed an essential requirement.

11.1.2.All staff employed o the project will be suitably qualified and experienced for their
respective project roles and have practical experienadh@hecessary specialist tasks
The staff must also have experience of commubiiged archaeological projects and
working with thepublic and young peopland have undergone safeguarding trainiAd).
staff will be made aware of the archaeological importance of the area surrounding the
site and will be fully briefed on the work required by this specification. Each member of
staff will be fully conversant with the aims and methodologies and will be given a copy of

15



this WShnd risk assessmettd read. Allprofessionals employed on the works will be
fully qualifiedand experienced archaeologigtsensure that appropriate decisions
regading excavation and sampling will be made in the field.

12. Staff and Specialists

12.1.1.The Project will be managed by A % &] v E Z }o}P]*% A]8Z ZD u
the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists.

12.1.2.0nlyspecialists who can provide the requirksyel of expertisevill be employed to
carry out specialist analytical workhe contractor must engage with a specialist ondate
medieval castles who can provide advice throughout the projBwesuccessful
contractor will be required to provide a lief specialists for approval in advance of
works commencing.
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Cresswell Pele Tower Community Aaglology Project Evaluation Trenching, Northumberland
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